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Introduction 
The purpose of a Response to Comments is to: 
 

• Meet EPA’s requirements to respond to comments 
• Provide reasons for making designation recommendations 
• Describe any differences between the proposed and final recommendations 
• Provide Ecology’s response to public comments 

 
This Response to Comments provides information about Ecology’s designation 
recommendations for the 2015 National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for ozone. 
 
For more information about these air quality designations, go to 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/sips/sips.htm. 

Reasons for Recommending Designations 
When EPA revises national air quality standards, the federal Clean Air Act provides each state 
an opportunity to recommend designations of: 
 

• Attainment (meets and maintains the standard), 
• Nonattainment (does not meet the standard), or 
• Unclassifiable (not enough information to classify). 

 
On October 1 2015, EPA revised the national air quality standard for ozone pollution.  
Washington has until October 1, 2016 to recommend designations for the standard. 
 
Ecology reviewed Washington’s ozone monitoring data from 2013 – 2015.  All areas of the state 
are either in attainment (meet air quality standards) or are unclassifiable (there is not enough data 
to determine if they meet the standards). 

Summary of Public Involvement Process 
Ecology accepted comments from August 16, 2016 through September 16, 2016.  We published 
notice of the public comment period and opportunity to request a hearing on our website on 
August 16, 2016.  We did not hold a hearing because we did not receive a request for one.  
However, we did receive one written comment.  This document contains our response to the 
comment we received. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/sips/sips.htm
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Response to Comments 
Ecology received one written comment about this proposal. 
 
Table 1: Individuals Providing Written Comments 

Name and Affiliation 
Caprice Consalvo-Olson, Kennewick 

 
Comment: 
The installation of an ozone monitor in Kennewick is an important step toward improving air 
quality.  Burning, in all forms (i.e. agricultural, backyard, fossil fuel, wildfire), needs to be 
evaluated in determining its contribution to high ground ozone levels.  Collecting such data will 
facilitate classifying the Tri-Cities, Benton and Franklin counties and developing a needed plan 
for reducing elevated ozone levels. 
 
Ecology Response: 
Thank you for your comment.  We agree that installing an ozone monitor in Kennewick provides 
us critical information that will help in improving air quality.  Ecology and Benton Clean Air 
Agency installed a permanent ground-level ozone monitor in Kennewick in 2015, and the 
agencies will continue to monitor ground-level ozone levels in the area.  If the area violates the 
ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS), the agencies will follow EPA’s 
process to evaluate all of the sources contributing to the high ozone levels.  We will also develop 
and implement plans to reduce ozone pollution and comply with the NAAQS.  We did not make 
any changes to the designation recommendations based on your comment. 
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Appendix A.  Copies of all written comments 
From: Caprice Consalvo-Olson [mailto:capriceco@charter.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2016 7:18 PM 
To: ECY RE AQComments <AQComments@ECY.WA.GOV> 
Subject: Ozone Monitor-Kennewick 
 
The installation of an ozone monitor in Kennewick is an important step toward improving air 
quality.  Burning, in all forms (i.e. agricultural, backyard, fossil fuel, wildfire), needs to be 
evaluated in determining its contribution to high ground ozone levels. Collecting such data will 
facilitate classifying the Tri-Cities, Benton and Franklin counties and developing a needed plan 
for reducing elevated ozone levels. 
Thank you. 
Caprice Consalvo-Olson 
Kennewick 
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Appendix B.  Copies of public involvement 
notices 
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