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Paraprionospio alata (Moore, 1923)

Nomenclature

Phylum Annelida
Class Polychaeta
Order Canalipalpata

Family Spionidae

Paraprionospio pinnata
(Ehlers, 1901) — PN,
used in Puget Sound
literature until 2008

Common  paraprionospio
Synonyms (S) = yokoyamai Delgado-Blas,
Previous Names = 2004 (S; reported from
(PN) ' British Columbia waters)

Paraprionospio alata

Distribution

Type Locality Monterey Bay, CA
Geographic Distribution =~ British Columbia; California; Chesapeake Bay; Gulf of Mexico

Silty sediments; shallow subtidal to shelf depths; rare in deep water (Blake
Habitat 1996)

Description

From Blake 1996 (as Paraprionospio pinnata)
Size/Color: 65 mm, 1.5 mm wide for about 120 setigers. Brown to light tan in alcohol, with dark pigment
on sides of peristomium and dark spot of pigment in notch at posterior border of peristomial wings.

Body: Widest in first 5 setigers, narrowing posteriorly. Dorsum of setigers 12-17 with transverse series
of light-colored transverse glandular ridges.

Prostomium: Narrow, elongate, rounded on anterior margin. Two pairs of eyes, posterior pair closest
together, anterior more widely spaced. Peristomium with a pair of high membranous wings laterally
encompassing prostomium. Palps deeply grooved, basal sheath surrounding 1/3 of length.

Branchiae: Present on setigers 1-3, with platelike, bifolate pinnules or lamellae; prominent dorsal crest
connecting bases of 1%t pair.

Parapodia: Notopodial postsetal lamellae triangular anteriorly, reduced in subsequent setigers.
Interparapodial pouches absent.

Setae: Bilimbate capillary noto- and neurosetae of anterior setigers in 2-3 rows. Neurosetae hooded
hooks from setiger 9, alternating with thin capillaries, and single long curved sabra seta with heavy
granulations. Notopodial hooded hooks appear by setigers 32-50.
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Pygidium: Long, slender medial cirrus and 2 shorter lateral cirri.

Methyl Green Staining: Stain retained in anterior half of body; areas behind some anterior parapodia
staining intensely. Dorsal glandular ridges differentiating with stain.
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Paraprionospio alata

Anterior body region (dorsolateral view); palps missing; specimen from 2014
PSEMP Long-term Station 49 Rep 2
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Related Species and Characteristic Differences
Species Name Diagnostic Characteristics

Comments
-~ St = T TSN

Very common species in Puget Sound.

Builds a soft tube made of fine silt particles (Photo credit: Marine
Sediment Monitoring Team)
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More Information

Prepared by Dany Burgess (Ecology); If you need this document in a
More information about Puget reviewed by R. Eugene Ruff (Ruff format for the visually impaired, call
Sound benthic invertebrates is Systematics). This document is (360) 407-6764. Persons with
available at: available on the Department of hearing loss can call 711 for
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/ Ecology’s website at Washington Relay Service.
eap/psamp/index.htm https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/ = Persons with a speech disability can
SummaryPages/1603214.html call (877) 833-6341.
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