
 
 

WA STATE DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY   1 of 3 11/29/2017 
 

Acila castrensis (Hinds, 1843) 
 

 
 
 
 

Distribution  

Type Locality Sitka, Alaska 

Geographic Distribution  Kamchatka; Craig, Alaska, to Las Cruces, Baja California Sur 

 
 
 

Description  

Length to 20mm; shape ovate to trigonal; inflation moderate; shell thick; beak position almost at 
posterior end which is abruptly truncate; prodissoconch large; sculpture of strong divaricate ribs; 
periostracum dull, light olive to dark brown, frequently with adhering sediment and parasitic hydroids; 
hinge plate wide, taxodont teeth robust; resilifer relatively small, projecting anteriorly; interior 
strongly nacreous, inner ventral margin crenulate 

 
 
 

Related Species and Characteristic Differences  

Species Name Diagnostic Characteristics 

Ennucula tenuis 
Shell surface smooth; oblique resilifer projecting, deep; inner ventral margin 
without crenulations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nomenclature  

Phylum Mollusca 

Class Bivalvia 

Order Nuculoida 

Family Nuculidae 

Common 
Synonyms 

(S) 
Previous 

Names 
(PN) 

Acila (Truncacila) beringiana, 
Acila (Truncacila) castrensis,         
Acila beringiana, Acila 
empirensis, Nucula castrensis, 
Nucula divaricate, Nucula lyallii 
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Diagnostic Characteristics  

Diagnostic 
Characteristics Photos by Marine Sediment Monitoring Team 

sculpture of 
strong 
divaricate 
(diverging) 
radial riblets; 
abruptly 
truncate 
posterior in 
larger 
specimens 

 

 

 

ventral shell 
margin 
crenulate; 
hinge plate 
contains small, 
oblique 
resilifer 

 

 

sculpture not 
as strong in 
younger 
specimens;  

very small 
specimens 
can even 
appear almost 
smooth- refer 
to ventral 
margin to 
differentiate  
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More Information  

 
More information about Puget 
Sound benthic invertebrates is 

available at:  
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/

eap/sediment/. 
 

Prepared by Angela Eagleston 
(Ecology); reviewed by Susan Weeks 
(Oikos). This document is available on 
the Department of Ecology’s website at  
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/

SummaryPages/1703300.html  
 

If you need this document in a 
format for the visually impaired, 
call (360) 407-6764. Persons 

with hearing loss can call 711 for 
Washington Relay Service.  

Persons with a speech disability 
can call (877) 833-6341. 
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