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Parvilucina tenuisculpta (Carpenter, 1864) 
 

Nomenclature  

Phylum Mollusca  

Class Bivalvia 

Order Veneroida 

Family Lucinidae 

Common Synonyms (S) 
Previous Names (PN) 

Lucina tenuisculpta 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution  

Type Locality Vancouver Island, British Columbia; Holotype, USNM 5244. 

Geographic Distribution  

Kodiak Island (57.3ºN) [CAS] and Galena Bay, Prince William Sound 
(60.9ºN) [LACM], Alaska, to Isla Credos, Baja California (28.2ºN), in the 
subtidal zone to 300 m 

 
 
 

Description  

Length to 13 mm; shape subcircular, subequilateral; moderately inflated; shell thick to thin; color 
white; porcellaneous interior; weak sculpture of fine, irregular commarginal striae weak overlain by 
weak radial ribs producing cancellations, almost obsolete in some specimens; surface deeply etched 
in many specimens; inner ventral margin weakly crenulate; beaks low; lunule shallow, narrow, in 
both valves; hinge plate narrow; hinge line slightly curved, evenly arcuate; hinge teeth small, 2 
cardinal teeth in left valve, 1 in right; 1 weak lateral tooth in each valve 

 
 
 

Related Species and Characteristic Differences  

Species Name Diagnostic Characteristics 

Lucinoma annulatum 

Shell subcircular, rounded posteriorly; inner ventral margin smooth; deeply 
sunken ligament; lunule is moderate in depth, narrow in both valves; more 
compressed; sculpture of numerous, regular, widely spaced commarginal 
lamellae; much larger in length, to 82mm 

 
 
 

 



 
 

WA STATE DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY   2 of 3 11/27/2017 
 

Diagnostic Characteristics  

Diagnostic 
Characteristics Photos by Marine Sediment Monitoring Team 

scuplture of fine 
commarginal 
striae, overlain 
by weak radial 
ribs; may be 
obscure when 
surface etched 
(seen in left 
photo) 

 

inner ventral 
margin weakly 
crenulate 

 

lunule shallow, 
narrow, in both 
valves; sunken 
ligament; beaks 
low; hinge line 
slightly curved 
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More Information  

 
More information about Puget 
Sound benthic invertebrates is 

available at:  
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/

eap/psamp/index.htm 
 

 
 

Prepared by Angela Eagleston 
(Ecology); reviewed by Susan Weeks 
(Oikos). This document is available on 
the Department of Ecology’s website at 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/

SummaryPages/1703315.html 
 

 
 
 

If you need this document in a 
format for the visually impaired, 

call (360) 407-6764. Persons with 
hearing loss can call 711 for 
Washington Relay Service.  

Persons with a speech disability 
can call (877) 833-6341. 
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