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Ecology updates Dangerous Waste Regulations

What are the dangerous waste regulations?

These are the rules governing the safe management of dangerous waste. Washington’s Dangerous Waste
Regulations are found in Chapter 173-303 WAC (Washington Administrative Code). The federal
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) authorizes us to implement these regulations.

The regulations apply to generators, transporters, and facilities that manage dangerous waste.

What's changing in 2019?

We have made changes to the regulations to help improve waste management and align with federal rules.
We updated the rules to amend specific sections of the Dangerous Waste Regulations. Amendments include
several state-initiated changes. We also incorporated new federal hazardous waste rules, including:

e Revisions to the Export Provisions of the Cathode Ray Tube (CRT) Rule
This rule revises certain export provisions of the CRT exclusion Ecology adopted in 2007. EPA
implements export regulations, and these revisions will allow EPA to better track exports of CRTs for
reuse and recycling ensuring safer management of these materials.

e Hazardous Waste Generator Improvements Rule
The objectives for this rule are:

o Reorganize the generator regulations to be more user-friendly. Generators can now find all
waste management requirements applying to their generator category located in one place.

o Fixregulatory gaps to clarify how the hazardous waste regulations work. For example,
generators can now easily find what they must do in order to be exempt from a dangerous
waste permit.

o Provide generator flexibility in managing wastes in a more cost-effective and protective
manner. An important benefit is the Episodic Generation rule. Dangerous waste generated
from an eligible episodic event does not have to be counted toward determining generator
status, potentially avoiding increased regulatory requirements.

o Make technical corrections and conforming changes.

e Hazardous Waste Export-Import Revisions
This rule amends existing export-import regulations to align U.S. manifest regulations with current
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development export-import rules for hazardous waste
shipments between members. States are required to adopt these rules, although EPA is the
implementing agency.

e Hazardous Waste Electronic Manifest Rule
This rule establishes new requirements that will authorize the use of electronic manifests as a means
to track shipments of hazardous waste from the generator to the treatment, storage, and disposal
facility. Ecology is required to adopt these rules to remain equivalent to and consistent with federal
requirements.

e Conditional Exclusions for Solvent-Contaminated Wipes
This rule conditionally excludes solvent-contaminated wipes (also called shop towels or rags) that
are reused or disposed in municipal landfills or hazardous waste landfills. Ecology adopted the
exclusion for reused wipes, but has not adopted an exclusion for wipes disposed in municipal
landfills. We did adopt the exclusion for wipes disposed at hazardous waste landfills.
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e Revisions to the Definition of Solid Waste
Ecology adopted certain standards as required by EPA’s January 13, 2015 Definition of Solid Waste
Rule. This includes rules codifying existing criteria for legitimate recycling, tracking of speculatively
accumulated wastes, a prohibition on sham recycling and updates to recycling variance requirements.
We did not adopt optional exclusions for hazardous secondary materials being reclaimed.

State-initiated changes we adopted

e Label lettering size and visibility
For containers larger than 1-gallon (or 4 liters) the lettering on hazardous waste labels and on
hazard labels must be at least % inch tall or visible from 25 feet away.

e Hazard label requirements
Labels must include descriptive word(s) or pictogram(s) that identify the contents inside the
container.

e Changes to the exclusion for PCB wastes

There will be an exemption for state-only PCB wastes also regulated under the Toxic Substance
Control Act 40 CFR Part 760.

e Several new or revised definitions
These include changes to accumulation, authorized representative, electronic signature, point of
generation, storage and weekly inspections.

When were the new rules adopted?
The rules were adopted on January 28, 2019.

When will the new rules go into effect?
Any business that generates, transports, or manages dangerous waste in Washington must comply with the
updated regulations starting April 28, 2019.

How can | learn more?

You can visit our dangerous waste rulemaking website! to learn more about the rulemaking process, view
the final regulations, the Rule Making Order, and read our response to public comments.

Visit our Manage Your Waste website?2 to learn more about complying with Washington’s Dangerous Waste
Regulations.

We are developing trainings and educational materials to keep you up-to-date on new requirements and
how to navigate the rules. You can let us know what materials and topics you are most interested in by
participating in our survey.3 You can also keep up-to-date by subscribing to our dangerous waste rules email
list* or our ShopTalk newsletter.5

Appeal procedure
This adoption can be appealed under procedures described in the Administrative Procedure Act (RCW
34.05), including those found in RCW 34.05.330.

! ecology.wa.gov/DWrulemaking

2 ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Business-waste/Manage-your-waste
3 surveymonkey.com/r/DWRulesOutreach

4 bitly.com/dwlistserv

5 bitly.com/shoptalknews
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https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Laws-rules-rulemaking/Rulemaking/WAC-173-303-Feb17
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Business-waste/Manage-your-waste
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DWRulesOutreach
http://listserv.ecology.wa.gov/scripts/wa-ECOLOGY.exe?SUBED1=DW-RULES&A=1
http://listserv.ecology.wa.gov/scripts/wa-ECOLOGY.exe?SUBED1=DW-RULES&A=1
http://listserv.ecology.wa.gov/scripts/wa-ECOLOGY.exe?SUBED1=SHOPTALK-NEWSLETTER&A=1
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For technical assistance, contact our regional offices
Region Counties served Mailing Address Phone

Clallam, Clark, Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Jefferson, Mason, Lewis, | PO Box 47775

Pacific, Pierce, Skamania, Thurston, Wahkiakum Olympia, WA 98504 360-407-6300

Southwest

. . . . 3190 160th Ave SE
Northwest | Island, King, Kitsap, San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish, Whatcom Bellevue, WA 98008 425-649-7000

.. L . 1250 W Alder St
Central Benton, Chelan, Douglas, Kittitas, Klickitat, Okanogan, Yakima Union Gap, WA 98903 509-575-2490
Adams, Asotin, Columbia, Ferry, Franklin, Garfield, Grant, 4601 N Monroe
Eastern Lincoln, Pend Oreille, Spokane, Stevens, Walla Walla, Whitman | Spokane, WA 99205 509-329-3400
Espanol

El Departamento de Ecologia adopt6 enmiendas al Capitulo 173-303 del Cédigo Administrativo del Estado de
Washington (WAC por sus siglas en inglés), Reglamentos de Desechos Peligrosos (Chapter 173-303 WAC
Dangerous Waste Regulations). Estos reglamentos establecen requisitos para generadores, transportistas e
instalaciones que gestionan desechos peligrosos en nuestro estado.

Para mas informacion, favor de llamar a Robert Rieck al 360-407-6751 y solicite un intérprete.
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Tiéng Viét

B0 Mo6i Sinh da phé chuin phin luat bd sung vé quy dinh chat thai nguy hiém, Chapter 173-303 WAC
Dangerous Waste Regulations. Nhirng quy dinh nay thiét 1ap cac yéu ciu ddi véi cic co sé lam ra, van chuyén,
va quan ly chat thai nguy hiém trong tiéu bang.

Dé& biét thém thong tin hodc cin théng dich vién, xin lién hé Robert Rieck tai s6 360-407-6751.

XX
EREMNEREEZER 7TH WAC173 , £303E "BRENER" BVEF]. ELEZRRERMMNRE
HERENEREYRENEEER.

BREEZER, 5B Robert Rieck 360-407-6751. RO EZR 28 -

Pycckuu

JenapTtameHT akosioruu (Department of Ecology) npunsa nonpasku k I'taBe 173-303 WAC Dangerous
Waste Regulations. B aTux nosioxkeHusix ycTAaHaBJUBAOTCA TPEOOBAHUS K UCTOYHUAKAM OTXO/I0B, a TAKXKe
NpeANpUATHAM, 3aHUMAIOIUMCA IIepeBO3KON U IlepepaboTKON OTX0/I0B B HallleM LITaTe.

YT0O6bI MOJYYUTH JOMOJHUTENBHYI HHOpMaIKI0, 06paTuTech K PobepTy Puky (Robert Rieck) o
Tesiepony 360-407-6751 u nonpocuTe 06 ycayrax yCTHOTO epeBoja.
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State of Washington

Hazardous Waste & Toxics Reduction Program
PO Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Ecology updates Dangerous Waste Regulations

Informacién en Espafiol incluida.
SHEHAE R AS.

Théng tin bang tiéng Viét & bén trong.
DARPXHNEREER.

NHdopmanys Ha pycCKOM si3bIKe BHYTPH.

Accommodation Requests: To request ADA accommodation including materials in a format for the visually impaired, call Ecology at 360-407-6700 or
visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. People with impaired hearing may call Washington Relay Service at 711. People with speech disability may call
TTY at 877-833-6341.



https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility
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