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Map of Counties Served 

 
 

Region Counties served Mailing Address Phone 

Southwest 
Clallam, Clark, Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, 
Jefferson, Mason, Lewis, Pacific, Pierce, 
Skamania, Thurston, Wahkiakum 

PO Box 47775 
Olympia, WA 98504 360-407-6300 

Northwest Island, King, Kitsap, San Juan, Skagit, 
Snohomish, Whatcom 

PO Box 330316 
Shoreline, WA 98133 206-594-0000 

Central Benton, Chelan, Douglas, Kittitas, 
Klickitat, Okanogan, Yakima 

1250 W Alder St 
Union Gap, WA 98903 509-575-2490 

Eastern 
Adams, Asotin, Columbia, Ferry, Franklin, 
Garfield, Grant, Lincoln, Pend Oreille, 
Spokane, Stevens, Walla Walla, Whitman 

4601 N Monroe  
Spokane, WA 99205 509-329-3400 

Headquarters Across Washington PO Box 46700  
Olympia, WA 98504 360-407-6000 



 

 

Concise Explanatory Statement 

Chapter 173-04 WAC  
Practice and Procedure  

Governmental Relations 
Washington State Department of Ecology 

Olympia, WA 

June 2021 | Publication 21-01-003 

 
  



 

This page is purposely left blank



Publication 21-01-003  WAC 173-04 CES 
Page 1 June 2021 

Table of Contents 
 

Introduction ................................................................................................................................................................. 2 

Reasons for Adopting the Rule Repeal ...................................................................................................................... 3 

Differences Between the Proposed Rule and Adopted Rule..................................................................................... 3 

List of Commenters and Response to Comments ..................................................................................................... 3 

  



Publication 21-01-003  WAC 173-04 CES 
Page 2 June 2021 

Introduction 
The purpose of a Concise Explanatory Statement is to: 

• Meet the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) requirements for agencies to prepare a 
Concise Explanatory Statement (RCW 34.05.325). 

• Provide reasons for adopting the rule. 

• Describe any differences between the proposed rule and the adopted rule. 

• Provide Ecology’s response to public comments. 

This Concise Explanatory Statement provides information on The Washington State Department 
of Ecology’s (Ecology) rule repeal adoption for:

 
Title: 
WAC Chapter(s):  
Adopted Repeal date:  
Effective Repeal date:

 
Practice and Procedure 
WAC 173-04 
June 25, 2021 
July 25, 2021

 
To see more information related to this rulemaking or other Ecology rulemakings please visit our 
website: https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/How-we-operate/Laws-rules-rulemaking.

https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/How-we-operate/Laws-rules-rulemaking
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Reasons for Adopting the Rule Repeal 
Ecology is repealing the entire chapter 173-04 WAC, as it is obsolete and no longer useful to 
implement practices or procedures and the subject is currently governed by more current laws 
and rule. Ecology regularly reviews our existing rules to examine their content for concistency, 
clarity, and need to decide if updates are needed. Review of chapter 173-04 WAC – Practice and 
Procedure indicated that it was no longer needed, as more current laws and rules have replaced 
this chapter. 

Differences Between the Proposed Rule and Adopted 
Rule 

RCW 34.05.325(6)(a)(ii) requires Ecology to describe the differences between the text of the 
proposed rule as published in the Washington State Register and the text of the rule as adopted, 
other than editing changes, stating the reasons for the differences. 

There are no differences between the proposed rule filed on February 4, 2021 and the adopted 
rule repeal filed on June 25, 2021. 

List of Commenters and Response to Comments 
There were no comments received during the public comment period for this rule repeal.  
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