PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances)

PFAS are a group of toxic chemicals that never fully disappear, which-is why they're also called
‘forever chemicals.” Since PFAS can create a moisture-proof barrier, some companies use them to
make food packaging resistant to oil and water.

Product testing

I\/Iadi%an Army Medical Center wants to
switch to food packaging without
PFAS. They'll use the information
from the Department
of Ecology’s limited
demonstration to
choose PFAS-free
packaging.
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CARDBOARD PAPER MOLDED FIBER
(pizza hoxes or french _(sandwich wraps or (clamshells or paper
fry holders) microwave popcorn bags) plates)

Ahead of the curve

Washington will ban PFAS food packaging in the next couple of years, but Madigan plans to make the
switch to PFAS-free packa?ing before the ban takes effect. This will protect Madigan staff and visitors
from the negative health effects of PFAS and reduce the amount of PFAS that end up in the environment.
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