
Water Quality Program - Permit Fee Unit 
PO Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 

PRSRT STD 

US POSTAGE PAID 

WA STATE DEPT 

ENTERPRISE SRVS 98501 

Adopted Water Quality Permit Fee Rule 

Ecology adopted amendments to chapter 173-224 WAC - Water Quality Permit Fees 

https: //ecolol:Y,wa.gov /WQFeeRule. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish a permit fee system for state waste discharge 

and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits issued by Ecology 

pursuant to RCW 90.48.160, 90.48.162, or 90.48.260. 

For Relay Service or TTY, call Ecology at 711 or 877-833-6341 or visit 

https://ecology.wa.gov /accessibility. 
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Rule adoption and 

effective dates 

Ecology expects to adopt 

this rule on June 22, 2021. 

The rule is effective on July 

23,2021 

Rule Adoption Notice 

The Washington Department of Ecology has adopted 
amendments to Chapter 173-224 WAC, Water Quality Permit Fees 

that requires Ecology to establish, by rule, annual fees to recover 
the cost of administering the wastewater and storm water permit 
programs. 

We adopted rule amendments that include: 1) rollover of Fiscal 
Year 2021 fee amounts for Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023, 2) a new 
fee category for the Puget Sound Nutrient General Permit, 3) 
creation of subcategories for the Vessel Deconstruction fee 

category, and 4) technical changes. The final rule language 
clarifies in WAC 173-224-040 (3) (h) Ecology's legal limitation on 
assessing a fee against municipal wastewater facilities in excess of 
the statutory cap in RCW 90.48.465 (2). This rule amendment 
affects all water quality permittees. 

View the final rule documents 

The following documents are now available: 

• Adopted rule language:

https: / /ecology.wa.gov /191 OAdoptLanguage

• Final Regulatory Analyses:
https: //apps.ecology.wa.gov /publications /summarypages
/2110019.html

• CR-103 form: https://ecology.wa.gov/1910AdoptNotice

To download these documents visit our webpage: 
https: //ecology.wa.gov /WQFeeRule. 

You can also request to view these documents as hard copies by 
emailing: wqfee unit@ecy.wa.gov. 

Response to Public Comments 

We held a public comment period from March 16, 2021 to May 4, 
2021. A public hearing was held on April 27, 2021 to explain the 
proposed changes to the rule and accept oral comments. Ecology's 
response to comments received during the public comment 

period is now available. Download a copy at: 
https://ecology.wa.gov/WQFeeRule 

Appeal Procedures 

This adoption can be appealed under procedures described in the 

Administrative Procedure Act (RCW 34.05), including those found 
in RCW 34.05.330. 
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