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Lowering
Hanford’s
Price Tag

The most contaminated, complex nuclear
cleanup in the United States carries a hefty
price tag. Sufficient funding right now is a critical
part in getting the job done in a safe, effective
manner, and with greater cost savings.

A quicker, more cost-effective cleanup

Continuing the cleanup successes at the Hanford Site
requires the work to be done on time and supported
with a compliant budget—the amount needed to meet
cleanup milestones.

Consistent, compliant funding will save taxpayers
billions in the long term, complete cleanup decades
sooner, and reduce the chance of a contamination
release or infrastructure collapse. Higher levels of
sustained funding are necessary to get Hanford
cleanup done this century, including $6.15 billion

in Fiscal Year 2026, and $6.76 billion in Fiscal Year
2027.

Congress’s efforts to adequately fund the site are
appreciated. However, funding consistently falls short
of what is needed, risking timely progress and success
at Hanford.

Hanford’s budget at a glance
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An escalating shortfall

Hanford cleanup, if provided a compliant budget each
year, is currently estimated to end in 2086. Long-
term stewardship of the site — primarily groundwater
treatment — is expected to last beyond 2100.

Delays in cleanup completion will continue if funding
regularly falls hundreds of millions of dollars short. In
turn, overall costs will continue to increase by billions
as maintenance costs grow, cleanup projects are
delayed, infrastructure fails, and emergencies happen.

Hanford impacts all of us

The Columbia River is the lifeblood of Pacific
Northwest agriculture, energy, recreation, and culture.
A catastrophe at Hanford could disrupt supply chains,
the fishing industry, and communities across the
region. Adequate funding and aggressive deadlines
demonstrate our commitment to protect the Tribes,
area residents, and communities who face the highest
risks from Hanford contamination and persistent
delays.
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To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 509-372-7950 or

email at Hanford@ecy.wa.gov, or visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility.
For Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6341.
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