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What are clean energy programmatic environmental impact statements?

The state of Washington is a leader in developing clean sources of energy, with the goal of phasing out
climate-polluting energy sources by 2050'. As part of this transition, the Washington Legislature has directed
the Department of Ecology to prepare programmatic environmental impact statements? — also called PEISs —
for certain types of clean energy facilities. These broad studies help identify the adverse impacts each type of
facility is likely to pose. Ecology has, or is in the process of, completing studies for these types of clean energy:

Utility-scale solar facilities (completed)3

Utility-scale onshore wind facilities (completed)*

Green hydrogen production and storage facilities (completed)>
Alternative jet fuel facilities (in progress)®

Each planning document was prepared using the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), the state law guiding
the environmental review process. These programmatic analyses are intended to help local governments,
Tribes, state agencies, developers and the public better understand how potential clean energy projects could
influence the places they live, work and recreate. The studies describe the adverse environmental impacts
these types of projects are likely to pose and ways impacts can be avoided, reduced or mitigated. Each study
is designed to help developers make siting and design choices that can avoid and reduce impacts.

What do the clean energy programmatic environmental impact statements do?

The studies provide transparency about how different types of clean energy facilities are likely to affect people
and the environment. Although they do not evaluate or approve any specific project, they provide a foundation
for future environmental reviews.

What is evaluated?
Ecology’s studies analyze the potential for adverse significant environmental impacts to:

o Earth, air, water, plants, animals, energy and other natural environmental resources

¢ Land use, noise, visual quality, recreation, transportation, environmental health and safety, public
services and utilities, and other aspects of the built environment

e Tribal rights, interests and resources
e Environmental justice

1 https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.45.020

2 https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/programmatic-eis

3 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2506002.html

4 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2506003.html

5 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2506004.html

6 https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/programmatic-eis/sustainable-aviation-fuel
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What geographic areas are included?
Each study focuses on a broad geographic area unique to that type of clean energy. The study area may be
based certain factors such as planned land uses or proximity to transmission lines or transportation routes.

A PEIS does NOT:

Approve or deny a project
Evaluate a specific project

A PEIS does:

e Provide a review at a broad level
¢ Analyze potential impacts
¢ Look at ways to avoid impacts Analyze a specific location

through siting and project design Take away any state or local agency
* |dentify possible mitigation authorities
¢ Provide consistent information

What are the steps in developing a clean energy study?
It generally takes two years to complete an environmental study of each potential type of clean energy facility.
The process consists of scoping, drafting and preparing a final study.

Scoping Draft PEIS Final PEIS
Identify what will be Analysis provided for Use for projects and
studied public comment as references

How can the public get involved?

Public participation in the study development process helps make each assessment more effective. During the
scoping and draft phases, Ecology welcomes public comment and feedback. We also offer consultation to
potentially affected Tribes and engagement with overburdened communities and vulnerable populations. To be
notified about participation opportunities and receive updates, sign up for Ecology’s clean energy coordination
email list.”

How can a PEIS be used?
FUNDED BY WASHINGTON’S

Developers can use the environmental studies to design their proposal and E
choose a site that avoids or minimizes impacts at the start or to develop a CLIMATE
mitigation. For example, if a project could have potentially significant noise COMMITMENT

impacts, our studies may identify a construction noise management plan as a ACT
mitigation measure. Local governments must consider and use the studies as
part of their environmental review.

= H \ To request an ADA accommodation, email

cleanenergy@ecy.wa.qgov, call (360) 407-
6600, or dial 711 to call through the

Washington Telecommunications Relay for
services like text telephone (TTY). Visit
cleanenergy@ecy.wa.gov Ecology.wa.gov/ADA for more accessibility
360-407-6600 information.

Clean Energy Coordination

7 https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_296
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