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Environmental Benefits of Recycling 
Focus on Sustainable Materials Management 

Overview 
Thousands of tons of recyclables circulate through Washington’s recycling facilities every day. Recycling not 
only prevents pollution from landfilling and incinerating materials, it also reduces the environmental burden of 
extracting and manufacturing virgin materials. 

 



 

A piece of the puzzle 
Recycling is an essential piece of the puzzle among 
our many goals at Ecology, but it’s not the whole 
picture. Our goal is to reduce environmental 
impacts, including climate impacts, through all 
stages of a product’s life cycle – not only its end 
stage. 

Information sources 
1. https://www.waste360.com/blog/how-green-was-

my-garbage-truck 
2. https://www.epa.gov/warm 
3. https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-

equivalencies-calculator 
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