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Recycling and reuse create
more jobs than landfilling?
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Washingtonians sent

48 percent of their Washington jO bS

municipal solid waste

to recycling and other created by recyclingz
waste recovery

methods in 2018

2,718
Collections jobs

1,904
Recycling
wholesale jobs

Recycling generates
tax revenue

655
Recycling
facility jobs

A piece of the puzzle

Recycling is an essential piece of the puzzle among our
many goals at Ecology, but it’s not the whole picture.
Our goal is to reduce environmental impacts, including
climate impacts, through all stages of a product’s life
cycle — not only its end stage.

Learn how recycling fits
into Sustainable
Materials Management
in our State Solid and
Hazardous Waste Plan

Information sources

1. More Jobs, Less Pollution: Growing the Recycling Economy in
the U.S. Prepared by: Tellus Institute with Sound Resource
Management. (2011)

2. Washington State Employment Security Department: 2013
Green Economy Jobs Report — Industry and Survey Approaches

3. EPA: Recycling Economic Information (REI) Report for 2016
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Ecology Contact - Gretchen Newman

Email: gretchen.newman@ecy.wa.gov More information at https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility.
Phone: 360-764-0588 For Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6343.
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https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Plans-policies/Washington-state-waste-plan
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