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Economic Benefits of Recycling 
Focus on Sustainable Materials Management 

Recycling creates jobs and 
generates tax revenue
Thousands of tons of recyclables circulate through 
Washington’s recycling facilities every day. The 
more materials we reuse and recycle, the more we 
encourage job growth in recycling and reuse 
industries, creating a cycle that strengthens 
economic and environmental sustainability. 



 

A piece of the puzzle 
Recycling is an essential piece of the puzzle among our 
many goals at Ecology, but it’s not the whole picture. 
Our goal is to reduce environmental impacts, including 
climate impacts, through all stages of a product’s life 
cycle – not only its end stage. 

Information sources 
1. More Jobs, Less Pollution: Growing the Recycling Economy in 
the U.S. Prepared by: Tellus Institute with Sound Resource 
Management. (2011) 

2. Washington State Employment Security Department: 2013 
Green Economy Jobs Report – Industry and Survey Approaches 

3. EPA: Recycling Economic Information (REI) Report for 2016 

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.tellus.org/tellus/publication/more-jobs-less-pollution-growing-the-recycling-economy-in-the-u-s
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https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Plans-policies/Washington-state-waste-plan
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