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R E C E N T  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S
Ecology’s mission is to enforce regulatory compliance and
ensure appropriate oversight to safely manage waste. Ecology
has kept Hanford cleanup on track by:

Maintaining and updating one of Ecology’s top regulatory
tools, the Hanford Sitewide Permit Revision 8C, with over
130 modifications since 2023.
Issued the permits needed for Energy to start tank waste
vitrification at the Low-Activity Waste Facility in 

        October 2025.
Issued permit for Energy to begin accepting low-activity
tank waste at the Integrated Disposal Facility.
Overseeing the 2023 restart of permitting, design, and
construction work at the High-Level Waste 

        Vitrification facility.
Finalized the Holistic Agreement on the future of tank
waste cleanup. 
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Complete the High-Level Waste facility and begin to treat waste.
Continue to issue permits that support ongoing cleanup work.
Continue non-tank waste cleanup across the Hanford Site,
including soil, facility, and groundwater cleanup.
Restart shipment of transuranic waste to the Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant by 2028. 
Identify a deep geologic repository for each nuclear cleanup
site’s high-level waste.
Pursue new tank retrieval technologies, complete tank waste
retrievals and close tank farms.

Working with Energy on appropriate tank leak
response actions. 
Completing Tri-Party Agreement (TPA)
negotiations on non-tank waste cleanup work. 
Retrieving waste from single-shell tanks.
Overseeing the continued operation of the Low-
Activity Waste facility.
Completing the renewal of the Hanford Air
Operating permit.
Submitting the draft Hanford Sitewide Permit,
Revision 9A for public comment.
Supporting the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s regulatory lead on advancing cleanup
of the 324 building along with the soil
contamination under the building.
Continuing transfer of cesium and strontium
capsules from wet storage into safer dry storage.
Grouting the low-activity portion of waste from
22 tanks for offsite disposal.

Issuing permits needed for this project.

Hanford is one of the world’s most complex nuclear cleanup
sites. Recent historic funding allocations have helped boost
cleanup progress. Working with our federal and state partners,
the Washington Department of Ecology is looking to build on
this momentum, accomplish crucial work, and keep the U. S.
Department of Energy’s (Energy) cleanup on track. 

Hanford has received record funding allocations for
cleanup in recent years, helping lead to the startup of
low-activity waste treatment this year. However,
more is needed to meet the federal responsibility of
environmental cleanup. We continue to advocate for
a compliant budget for Hanford and other nuclear
cleanup sites across the nation.
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