
2022 Organics Management Law - Quick Guide 
Compost Procurement Ordinances and Reporting 

Local Government Compost Procurement Ordinance (CPO) 
Adoption and Reporting Requirements 

RCW 43.19A.150 

Why an organics management law? 
Implementing the law will help the state achieve its greenhouse gas emission reduction goals by: 

• Expanding markets for compost.
• Increasing compost production through organics diversion from landfills.
• Increasing compost production and use from organic material collected locally.

Who is required to adopt a CPO and report to Ecology? 
• Counties and cities with a population of more than 25,000.
• Counties with a population fewer than 25,000 that contract to provide or require the UTC-franchised

hauler(s) in their county to provide residential curbside organic material collection services.
• Cities with a population fewer than 25,000 that directly provide, contract to provide or require the

UTC-franchised hauler(s) in their jurisdiction to provide residential curbside organic material
collection services.

Who is not required to adopt a CPO and report to Ecology? 
• Counties and cities with a population of fewer than 25,000 where residential curbside organic

material collection services are not provided.
• Counties and cities with a population of fewer than 25,000 where the hauler provides residential

curbside organic material collection services to customers however the hauler is not required to
provide the service by the jurisdiction.

• Cities with a population of fewer than 25,000 where residential curbside organic material collection
services are provided by the UTC-franchised hauler(s) under a requirement set by the county.

What to report to Ecology 
Cities required to adopt a CPO should report the following: 

• Total tons of organic material collected:
� by all curbside programs they directly provide, or contract with a hauler(s) to provide. 

� at drop-off sites they operate, or they contract with a third- party to operate. 

� by residential curbside programs they require the UTC franchised hauler(s) to 
provide in their jurisdiction. 

� Jurisdictions should use conversion formulas in Ecology’s General Measurement Standards 
and Reporting Guidelines (wa.gov). 

• The facility or facilities used for processing this organic material.
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.19A.150
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.ecology.wa.gov%2Fpublications%2FSummaryPages%2F1507004.html&data=05%7C01%7CPGUT461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7Cba99c120a5714a051a9808db11302b60%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638122670822403822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c7%2FkzwIHFLfdbySc%2FlN5FNEoLEHsyzi%2BMsEumhxMdmI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.ecology.wa.gov%2Fpublications%2FSummaryPages%2F1507004.html&data=05%7C01%7CPGUT461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7Cba99c120a5714a051a9808db11302b60%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638122670822403822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c7%2FkzwIHFLfdbySc%2FlN5FNEoLEHsyzi%2BMsEumhxMdmI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.ecology.wa.gov%2Fpublications%2FSummaryPages%2F1507004.html&data=05%7C01%7CPGUT461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7Cba99c120a5714a051a9808db11302b60%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638122670822403822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c7%2FkzwIHFLfdbySc%2FlN5FNEoLEHsyzi%2BMsEumhxMdmI%3D&reserved=0


What to report to Ecology (continued) 

Counties required to adopt a CPO should report the following: 
• Total tons of organic material collected:

� at drop-off sites they operate, or contract with a third-party to operate. 
� by residential curbside programs they contract with a hauler to provide or require the UTC-

franchised hauler(s) to provide in their county. 
� Jurisdictions should use conversion formulas in Ecology’s General Measurement Standards 

and Reporting Guidelines (wa.gov). 
• The facility or facilities used for processing this organic material.

Cities and counties required to adopt a CPO should also report: 
• The compost purchases only for compost purchased directly by them and for compost

purchased by contractors hired by them.
• The source or sources of the compost purchased.
• The volume and cost (without sales tax) of compost purchased throughout the report year, from

each source. (If 100% compost is not available, jurisdictions should report the quantities and costs
based on the percentage of the blended product that is compost.)

• Cities and counties that enter into collective purchasing agreements should only report the volume
and cost of the compost they purchased under those agreements for use by their jurisdictions.

• Cities and counties should also report compost they produce themselves and use in public projects, or
compost that is provided to them at no cost.

When to report to Ecology 
• The first annual report is due by March 31, 2025 and should include the available data for 2024.
• After that, reports are due by March 31st each year on the previous years’ data.
• Ecology is developing an online system for local governments to submit their compost procurement

activity reports.  We anticipate the new reporting portal to be available by the end of 2024.

How to learn more 
• Check out the Compost Procurement Ordinance and Reporting focus

sheet.
• Visit the BOX platform for additional resources including examples of

compost procurement ordinances.
• Subscribe to the Organics Management Newsletter.
• Contact our Organics management Team at Organics@ecy.wa.gov or

(360) 628-7374.

Organics Management Team 
Organics@ecy.wa.gov 
(360) 628-7374

To request ADA accommodation including materials in a format for the visually 
impaired, call Ecology at 360-407-6381 or visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. 
People with impaired hearing may call Washington Relay Service at 711. People 
with speech disability may call TTY at 877- 833-6341. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.ecology.wa.gov%2Fpublications%2FSummaryPages%2F1507004.html&data=05%7C01%7CPGUT461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7Cba99c120a5714a051a9808db11302b60%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638122670822403822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c7%2FkzwIHFLfdbySc%2FlN5FNEoLEHsyzi%2BMsEumhxMdmI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.ecology.wa.gov%2Fpublications%2FSummaryPages%2F1507004.html&data=05%7C01%7CPGUT461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7Cba99c120a5714a051a9808db11302b60%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638122670822403822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c7%2FkzwIHFLfdbySc%2FlN5FNEoLEHsyzi%2BMsEumhxMdmI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.ecology.wa.gov%2Fpublications%2FSummaryPages%2F1507004.html&data=05%7C01%7CPGUT461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7Cba99c120a5714a051a9808db11302b60%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638122670822403822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c7%2FkzwIHFLfdbySc%2FlN5FNEoLEHsyzi%2BMsEumhxMdmI%3D&reserved=0
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2207026.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2207026.html
https://app.box.com/s/r7shmywl2t798nu43f1udkp1481bcx6y
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new
mailto:Organics@ecy.wa.gov
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