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Living in the Tacoma Smelter Plume

Questions? Contact us!

Ecology and our county health
partner are here to answer
your questions. Staff will
respond to your inquiries in a
timely manner.

Health Information
and Soil Sampling
Tacoma-Pierce County
Health Department

253-649-1853
DirtAlert@tpchd.org
www.tpchd.org/dirtalert

Residential Yard Sampling
and Cleanup Program

Department of Ecology

Justin Zakoren

Remediation Manager
360-407-7688, ext. 2
Justin.Zakoren@ecy.wa.gov

Arsenic and Lead in King and Pierce Counties

You are receiving this newsletter because you live in the area of the
Tacoma Smelter Plume. For nearly 100 years, Asarco operated a
copper smelter in north Tacoma. Air pollution from the smelter
settled on the surface soil across more than 1,000 square miles of
the Puget Sound region. Arsenic, lead, and other metals remain in
the soil because of this pollution. This newsletter contains
important cleanup and public health information for families,
homeowners, renters, and all residents living within the plume.

Tacoma Smelter Plume
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A Former Asarco smeller
ppm = parts per million

What We Are Doing To Protect Your Community

In 2009, the State of Washington received settlement funding
from Asarco to expand upon the cleanup work started by the
Environmental Protection Agency in the 1990s. With these funds,
we lead a cleanup strategy focused in three areas: Protecting
children, residential sampling and soil replacement, and
promoting healthy actions community members can take to
lower plume-related health risks.
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Soil Safety Program

The Soil Safety Program works with licensed childcares, parks, and schools to protect children. To date,
we have sampled over 1,200 play areas within the Soil Safety Program service area. Of those sampled,
159 were found with elevated arsenic or lead levels. In response, we have completed over 140 soil safety
actions to address smelter contamination at these sites. Visit our online Dirt Alert Map to search for schools
and parks that have had soil safety actions in your neighborhood. To learn more about the Soil Safety
Program, visit https://ecology.wa.gov/Soil-safety-program.

Residential Yard Sampling & Cleanup Program (Yard Program)

The Yard Program offers free sampling and soil replacement services to eligible residential properties with the
highest soil contamination in the plume. To date, we have found over 1,200 properties that qualify for soil
replacement in the Yard Program service area. Nearly 370 of these properties have received soil replacement,
and another 25 properties currently have cleanup under way. You can use the Dirt Alert Map to determine a
property’s eligibility, view sampling results, and download available cleanup records.

Dirt Alert Map L Lt Dirt Alert .

The Dirt Alert map is our
online, searchable map
that depicts areas that
may have soil
contamination in the
Tacoma Smelter Plume.
When available, the map
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documents. The map also
provides links to helpful

information including

sampling and health

childcare providers, and
contact information for further assistance.

Are you renting your home? We have resources for you!

e Use the Dirt Alert map to see if your yard has been sampled for arsenic and lead.
e Find simple steps to keep your family safe at https://bit.ly/tsphealthyactions.
e Contact dirtalert@tpchd.org with any questions.
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Free splinter-free cedar play chips from the
Tacoma Smelter Plume Program

Do kids play in your yard? Kids should play outside and might get
dirty. If you live in the Tacoma Smelter Plume, getting dirty could
mean exposure to arsenic and lead. You can cover bare patches of
soil where kids play the most to protect them from arsenic and lead.
Contact us and we’ll deliver a free Get Covered! toolkit with how-to
instructions and two free bags of splinter-free cedar play chip mulch.
Learn how easy and inexpensive it is to Get Covered! Act fast
because supplies are limited.

Sign up to request your free Get Covered! Toolkit and play chip mulch

from TPCHD at https://dirtalert.info/get-covered

Keep your landscape and environment healthy

The Health Department’s Natural Yard Care program promotes low impact landscape design and
maintenance. We emphasize:

e Proper plant care and lawn management. e Proper plant placement.
e Wise water and fertilizer use. e Healthy soil conditions.

Visit https://tpchd.org/healthy-homes/dirt-alert-tacoma-smelter-plume/natural-yard-care/ for great
resources, recordings of past webinars, and announcements of upcoming workshops.

Did yard work leave you with soil to get rid of?

Because you live in the Tacoma Smelter Plume, your soil may be contaminated with arsenic and lead. Small
amounts of contaminated soil can be disposed of with your garbage pick-up, but large amounts need special
consideration. You'll need to take extra precautions to protect your health and the health of others. You can
find more information and instructions at
https://www.tpchd.org/healthy-homes/dirt-alert-tacoma-smelter-plume/dirt-alert-resources.

Translated newsletters available

DE doc thong tin nay bang tiéng Viét, vui long truy cap trang mang cla ching t6i tai:
https://dirtalert.info/
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Para leer este anuncio en espaiol, visite nuestro sitio web en: https://dirtalert.info/
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What Healthy Actions can we practice to protect ourselves?

* Wash hands after playing
or working outside. .

L

Don’t track arsenic
and lead into your
home—take shoes off!

» If children crawl or play on the floor in
your home, dirt can get on their hands
and in their mouths.

* Vacuum and damp dust often.

* Keep children’s toys, teethers, and pacifiers
clean, to keep dirt off hands and out of mouths.

* Cover bare
patches in your
yard with grass,

groundcover,

or mulch.

* Grow fruits and vegetables in raised beds with clean soil.

» Wash all fruits and vegetables before eating.

» Peel root vegetables like carrots and potatoes.

* Wear gloves and shoes * Wear a dust mask when mowing in dry conditions. * Wipe pet’s paws when
when you garden. * Wet dry soil when working in garden beds to avoid they come inside,
Take them off and breathing in dust . whether wet or dry.
wash your hands well
when you are done. =
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Toxics Cleanup Program
PO Box 47775
Olympia, WA 98504-77

Arsenic and lead are a risk to those we love.
Take healthy actions to reduce the risk.

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology at 360-407-6790 or email justin.zakoren@ecy.wa.gov,
or visit . For Relay Service or TTY, call 711 or 877-833-6341.
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