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Permanent Drought Relief Rulemaking 
Focus on Fall 2024 Engagement  

Background 
Ecology is amending the Emergency Drought Relief rule (chapter 173-166 WAC), that details Ecology’s drought 
declaration and drought relief management processes and procedures.  

This rulemaking seeks to streamline emergency drought relief administration and add clarity to processes and terms 
related to emergency drought relief and the drought declaration process.  

Why rulemaking? 
As droughts become more common with a changing 
climate, an updated drought rule will increase efficiency 
and transparency around emergency drought relief. 

What is considered “drought”? 
Washington State law defines “drought” as: (1) water 
supply in an area below 75% of normal, and (2) water 
shortage is likely to create undue hardships for water 
users or the environment (RCW 43.83B.011) 

Timeline  
This is the beginning of a multi-year rulemaking process.  

• November 2023, Rulemaking Announcement 
CR-101 

• NOW: Outreach and engagement. 

• Anticipate Draft rule language (CR-102) for 
comment in fall 2025. 

• Targeting winter 2026 for rule adoption.  

 

How your input will be used  
Comments received through listening sessions and the 
survey will inform the development of draft rule 
language. Ecology anticipates draft rule language will be 
available for public comment in fall 2025. Ecology will 
hold public hearings for oral testimony and written 
comments can be submitted online at that time. 

Opportunities to participate 
Ecology will hold both in person and virtual listening 
sessions this fall to discuss the goals and scope of the 
rulemaking. These sessions will include discussion 
questions with opportunities to share feedback. Those 
who are unable to attend can also provide comments 
through a survey.  

In-person open house listening sessions:  
• Twisp: October 15, 2024 @ Methow Valley 

Community Center  4:00pm – 6:00pm 

• Yakima: October 16, 2024 @ WA Fruit 
Community Center  4:00pm – 6:00pm 

• Tacoma:  October 22, 2024 @ Tacoma 
Community College  4:00pm – 6:00pm 

Public Virtual listening sessions:  
• October 24, 2024 via Zoom @ 3:00pm 

• October 30, 2024 via Zoom @ 6:00pm  

Survey   
• Open October 7, 2024 – November 22, 2024 

• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Drought-
rule 

We want to hear from you! 

Drought conditions impact 
communities in different ways. We 

need input from diverse 
perspectives from across the state. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-166
https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkdemoqjoiH9Kxcoo2DiJVXjsesNhKBAaV
https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckdOyqqTIuGdIJWGWai1nDgorOmbeFIg6f
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Drought-rule
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Drought-rule
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Related information 
• Visit drought.wa.gov 
• Visit the rulemaking page 

https://ecology.wa.gov/wac-173-166 

• Sign up to stay informed on this rulemaking 
https://ecology.wa.gov/WRP-updates-
subscribe  

  
Danielle Gallatin 
Danielle.Gallatin@ecy.wa.gov 
425-516-3012 

 

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by 
phone at 360-407-6872 or email at 
WRpubs@ecy.wa.gov, or visit 
https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. For Relay or TTY 
call 711 or 877-833-6341. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdrought.wa.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBABR461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7C2653e345ad284b7e926d08dcd1e5984b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638616031234242626%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zXYVIrOaz92J9WjEuHigcKKf5QupfvrMp9GFrLxnd1k%3D&reserved=0
https://ecology.wa.gov/wac-173-166
https://ecology.wa.gov/WRP-updates-subscribe
https://ecology.wa.gov/WRP-updates-subscribe
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