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What are programmatic environmental impact statements for clean energy projects?

The Washington Legislature directed the Department of Ecology to prepare programmatic environmental
impact statements (PEISs) for certain types of clean energy facilities including:

e Utility-scale solar?
e Utility-scale onshore wind?
e Green hydrogen production and storage?

We prepared each broad environmental study using the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)*. These
planning documents are designed to help local governments, state agencies, Tribes, applicants and the public
understand how these types of clean energy facilities may adversely affect the environment, and potential
ways to reduce and mitigate those impacts.

Although our studies do not evaluate or approve any specific clean energy project, they provide a foundation
for future environmental reviews. Each new clean energy project proposed to be sited and built in Washington
will need its own environmental review that considers site-specific factors.

A PEIS does: A PEIS does NOT:
¢ Provide a review at a broad level e Approve or deny a project
¢ Analyze potential impacts ¢ Evaluate a specific project
e Look at ways to avoid impacts * Analyze a specific location
through siting and project design e Take away any state or local agency
¢ |dentify possible mitigation authorities

¢ Provide consistent information

Why should local governments use the studies?

Under state law®, a local government leading the environmental review of a project where a clean energy
programmatic environmental impact statement applies needs to consider and use it.

The studies are intended to make local government environmental review and permitting of applicable clean
energy projects quicker and easier, especially when used along with our supporting tools. Finally, the studies
can be used to support local planning for future clean energy facilities.

' https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2506002.htmi
2 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2506003.html
3 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2506004 .html
4 https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/environmental-review
5 https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21C.538
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How can the studies help local governments review project proposals?
The studies can make the environmental review and permitting of projects quicker and easier. Our reports
help:
¢ Provide front-loaded environmental review: Our team of experts has already done a lot of the work.
Additional environmental review by local governments only needs to account for project- and location-
specific impacts.
¢ Identify potentially significant impacts: Each study clearly identifies the broad and significant
environmental impacts a particular type of clean energy project may pose as well as where impacts are
unlikely. They also identify opportunities where early engagement with local, state and federal
agencies, Tribes, and communities can help avoid and minimize impacts from the start.
¢ Identify mitigation measures that work: When mitigation is needed, the studies identify effective
mitigation measures. Under state law, project proposals following all relevant measures are considered
to have mitigated these significant environmental impacts.

What tools are available to local governments?
We have developed several tools for local governments to make using our studies easier. More information is
available on our webpage®. These include:

o Project siting and design worksheets: Lead agencies can use these worksheets to help shape early
discussions with project developers to avoid and minimize impacts. The worksheets also support early
engagement with Tribes and communities.

e Project consistency worksheets: Lead agencies can use the worksheets to show how a project is
consistent with the measures the studies identify to avoid, reduce, and mitigate impacts.

o SEPA adoption templates: We have ready-made SEPA templates for adopting a PEIS.

¢ PEIS trainings: Lead agency staff can attend trainings about how to best use the studies and supporting
tools.

How can these studies support local planning for clean energy?

Clean energy is an important consideration for local government planning. CUNDED BY WASHINGTON'S

Clean energy projects such as solar and onshore wind are increasingly CLIMATE »'
common. These types of projects can help achieve the state’s clean energy
goals and benefit local communities, particularly when paired with COMMITMENT
community agreements that reduce potentially negative project impacts and ACT
promote broadly shared benefits.

These studies can inform local planning processes by providing consistent information about clean energy
facilities. Local governments can use this information when engaging with their communities about clean
energy development.

To request an ADA accommodation, email

cleanenergy@ecy.wa.gov, call (360) 407-6600, or

SEET [ SO e dial 711 to call through the Washington

cleanenergy@ecy.wa.gov Telecommunications Relay for services like text
360-407-6600 telephone (TTY). Visit Ecology.wa.gov/ADA for
more accessibility information.

& https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/programmatic-eis


https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/programmatic-eis
mailto:cleanenergy@ecy.wa.gov

	Focus on : Programmatic environmental impact statements for clean energy projects
	Local government use
	What tools are available to local governments?


