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Contact Information

Solid Waste Management Program

P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600
Phone: 360-407-6000

Websitel: Washington State Department of Ecology

Publication Information
This publication can be found at https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2507067.html.

Related publications
Preliminary Regulatory Analysis (ECY 25-07-049)

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2507049.html
Environmental Justice Assessment (ECY 25-07-050)

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/25070050.html
Final Regulatory Analysis (ECY 25-07-068)

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2507068.html|
Concise Explanatory Statement (ECY 25-07-071)

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2507071.html

ADA Accessibility

The Department of Ecology is committed to providing people with disabilities access to
information and services by meeting or exceeding the requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 and 508 of the Rehabilitation Act, and Washington State
Policy #188.

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 360-407-6831 or email at
ecyadacoordinator@ecy.wa.gov. For Washington Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6341.
Visit Ecology's website for more information.

1 www.ecology.wa.gov/contact
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Language Access

Under the state Environmental Justice law (RCW 70A.02), Ecology is required to conduct
Environmental Justice Assessments during development of certain significant actions. This
Assessment provides information about the potential impacts to overburdened communities
and vulnerable populations, and strategies to mitigate identified harms and fairly distribute
known benefits. For translation, interpretation, or accessibility assistance, please contact Mark
Hayes at mark.hayes@ecy.wa.gov or (360) 584-7523.

Bajo la ley estatal de Justicia Medioambiental (RCW 70A.02), Ecologia esta obligada a realizar
Evaluaciones de Justicia Medioambiental durante el desarrollo de ciertas medidas importantes.
Esta evaluacién proporciona informacion sobre los posibles impactos en las comunidades
sobrecargadas y las poblaciones vulnerables, y las estrategias para mitigar los dafios
identificados y distribuir justamente los beneficios conocidos. Para asistencia de traduccion,
interpretacion o accesibilidad, por favor péngase en contacto con Mark Hayes escribiendo a
mark.hayes@ecy.wa.gov o llamando al (360) 584-7523.
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mark.hayes@ecy.wa.gov hoac (360) 584-7523.
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Department of Ecology’s Regional Offices

Map of Counties Served

Whatcom

San Juan”,
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Klickitat

Northwest Region Central Region
206-594-0000 509-575-2490

Region Counties served Mailing Address Phone

Clallam, Clark, Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, P O. Box 47775

Southwest Jefferson, Mason, Lewis, Pacific, Pierce, . 360-407-6300
Skamania, Thurston, Wahkiakum Olympia, WA 38504
Island, King, Kitsap, San Juan, Skagit, P.O. Box 330316

Northwest Snohomish, Whatcom Shoreline, WA 98133 206-534-0000
Benton, Chelan, Douglas, Kittitas, 1250 West Alder Street

Central Klickitat, Okanogan, Yakima Union Gap, WA 98903 | 007272490
Adams, Asotin, Columbia, Ferry,

Eastern Franklin, Garfield, Grant, Lincoln, Pend 4601 North Monroe 509-329-3400

Oreille, Spokane, Stevens, Walla Walla, | Spokane, WA 99205
Whitman

. P.O. Box 46700
Headquarters | Statewide Olympia, WA 98504 360-407-6000
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Purpose

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) provides the information in this
implementation plan to meet agency and Administrative Procedure Act (RCW 34.05.328)
requirements related to rule adoptions.

Introduction

On December 16, 2025, Ecology adopted Chapter 173-905 WAC Battery Stewardship Program
(AO #23-09). The purpose of this rule implementation plan is to inform those who must comply
with the rule about how Ecology intends to:

Implement and enforce the rule

Inform and educate people affected by the rule

Promote and assist voluntary compliance for the rule

Evaluate the rule

e Train and inform Ecology staff about the new rule
Included in this plan is information about:
e Supporting documents that may need to be written or revised because of the new rule
e Other resources where more information about the rule is available
e Contact information for Ecology employees who can answer questions about rule

implementation

Implementation and Enforcement

This rule guides implementation of Chapter 70A.555 RCW Batteries — Environmental
Stewardship. The law establishes a statewide Extended Producer Responsibility Program for
battery collection and recycling.

Producers of batteries and battery-containing products are required to fully fund and
participate in a battery stewardship program. Battery stewardship programs are administered
by a battery stewardship organization, which is either a producer that directly implements a
battery stewardship plan or a nonprofit organization designated by a producer or group of
producers to implement a battery stewardship plan.

Ecology will implement the rule by providing administrative oversight and enforcement. Our
responsibilities include reviewing and approving battery stewardship plans and reports and
maintaining a website that lists participating producers and their brands. Ecology must establish
and update fees, to be paid annually by a battery stewardship organization, to cover the
agency’s administrative costs.
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Ecology will enforce the rule using the following resources and strategies:

Monitor compliance with battery stewardship plan requirements. We will do this by
reviewing submitted battery stewardship plans and plan amendments to ensure they
address program requirements, prior to approval.

Evaluate performance goals. Using quarterly updates and annual reports we will assess
the degree to which performance goals were achieved. We will consider circumstances
reported by a battery stewardship organization and work with them to achieve and
maintain performance goals.

Monitor producer funding and participation. We will work closely with the battery
stewardship organization to ensure that producers selling covered products in
Washington are funding and participating in the program. We will also review lists of
producers registered in other states with similar laws to identify non-participating
producers through research and outreach.

Monitor retailer compliance with covered battery sales requirements. This may include
performing store audits and online searches for covered batteries and comparing
products to the list of participating producers.

Investigate reports of non-compliance. We will follow up with stakeholder or public
reports of regulated entities violating the rule and work to bring them into compliance.

We will work with regulated entities to achieve compliance with the requirements in the rule. If
efforts are unsuccessful and enforcement actions are necessary, we will follow agency
enforcement protocols. Violations of chapter 173-905 WAC, Battery Stewardship Program are
subject to the enforcement and penalty sanctions identified in the adopted rule.

Informing and Educating Persons Affected by the
Rule

Throughout the rulemaking process, Ecology has done the following to help inform interested
people:

e Held numerous public meetings throughout the rulemaking process, including,
o Six Battery Rule Advisory Committee meetings, open to the public

o Two listening sessions to inform and hear from individuals residing in
overburdened and geographically isolated communities

o Two public hearings via webinar, including question and answer sessions

e Posted information on Ecology’s Battery Stewardship Rulemaking and Public Input and
Events webpages
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e Emailed notices and shared information via Ecology’s Battery Stewardship and WAC
Track email lists

e Worked with the Northwest Product Stewardship Council to extend outreach to local
governments

e Sent letters to Tribal Governments

e Held numerous additional meetings with program participants, regulated entities,
community organizations, environmental groups, industry associations, other state
agencies, academia, and other interested parties

Ecology will continue to inform and educate people about the rule through its Battery
Stewardship webpage. We will continue to notify interested people about the adopted rule and
program developments through the Battery Stewardship email list.

While implementing their approved plan, each battery stewardship organization is responsible
for education and outreach to inform the public about the program. The statute and rule
establish requirements for a battery stewardship organization to carry out promotional
activities in support of plan implementation including the development of:

e A website

e Pressreleases and articles

e Placement of advertisements

e Promotional activities

e Distribution of collection site safety training procedures

e QOutreach and educational resources that are conceptually, linguistically, and culturally
accurate for overburdened and vulnerable populations identified by the agency

Additionally, each battery stewardship organization is required to provide promotional
materials to collection sites that inform consumers about battery collection opportunities of
the program.

Promoting and Assisting Voluntary Compliance

The actions mentioned above that inform and educate stakeholders also help promote
voluntary compliance. Several other activities have proven useful in promoting voluntary
compliance, such as:

e Posting the regulations, battery stewardship plans, annual reports, lists of compliant
producers and brands, and links to organizations implementing a battery
stewardship plan on Ecology’s website

e Maintaining a list of frequently asked questions

e Availability of Ecology staff to answer questions from interested parties
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e Using existing programmatic structures to inform staff including:
o Program newsletter
o Unit, section and job-a-like meetings

o Product Stewardship Team meetings and cross-program meetings

During the first year of the program and every five years after the first year, each battery
stewardship organization is required to carry out a survey of public awareness and must share
the results of the survey with Ecology. We will review the surveys to identify further
opportunities to promote and assist voluntary compliance.

Ecology has also established a dedicated email address to answer technical questions related to
the program (batterystewardship@ecy.wa.gov).

Evaluating the Rule

RCW 70A.555.050 establishes performance goals that a battery stewardship organization must
measure, on an annual basis. We will use these goals to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness
and achievements of the program. These goals include:

Target collection rates

Target recycling efficiency rates of at least 60 percent for rechargeable batteries and at
least 70 percent for primary batteries

Goals for public awareness, convenience, and accessibility that meet or exceed
minimum program requirements

A battery stewardship organization is required, both in statute and rule, to:
Report quarterly to Ecology on program updates

Report annually to Ecology summarizing progress on the performance goals and other
metrics established in the approved plan

Report to Ecology the results of public awareness surveys of the program

Ecology will use reported information to evaluate whether program metrics are being met. We
will also:

Work closely with a battery stewardship organization implementing a stewardship plan

Monitor stewardship organization/local government relationships to support effective
implementation

Monitor similar programs in other states, such as Washington D.C., Vermont, and
California, for lessons learned and improvement opportunities and update the rule as
appropriate
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e Monitor federal efforts to advance management of discarded batteries such as updates
to universal waste regulations, best management practices and voluntary labeling
standards

e Consider other rulemaking activities to further improve the program and align with
agency priorities

Training and Informing Ecology Staff

Ecology staff responsible for implementing the new rule will be prepared to answer questions
and provide technical assistance with the requirements.

The Solid Waste Management Program and Ecology staff will be informed about the
requirements in the new rule and how to direct inquiries to battery stewardship program staff.
During the rulemaking process, we presented information internally during program meetings.
Staff can also receive information about the new rule during staff training, team meetings, the
Ecology website, and Ecology’s Solid Waste Management Program SharePoint site.

List of Supporting Documents that May Need to

be Written or Revised

Ecology maintains a Battery Stewardship webpage informing readers about Chapter 70A.555
RCW and its requirement that battery producers create a statewide collection system for
portable and medium format batteries. The webpage provides a link to the law and to Ecology’s
Battery Stewardship Rulemaking webpage.

The Battery Stewardship webpage will be updated to provide links to the new rule, Chapter
173-905 WAC Battery Stewardship Program and supporting program information. We will also
periodically update the webpage with information supporting program implementation and
administration including:

e Ecology stewardship plan review fees and administrative fees

e Proposed and approved stewardship plans and plan amendments

e Stewardship organization annual reports

e List of producers and brands participating in an approved stewardship plan
e List of producers certified in compliance with battery marking requirements

e Frequently asked questions and guidance documents, as needed

Program updates will be announced via Ecology’s Battery Stewardship email list. Ecology will
develop additional resources and continue to update this website as needed.

Publication 25-07-067 Battery Stewardship — Implementation Plan
December 2025 page 8



More Information and Ecology Contacts

For more information:

e Join the Battery Stewardship Program email list?

e Visit these webpages:

o Battery Stewardship Program Rulemaking?

o Chapter 70A.555 RCW- Batteries—Environmental Stewardship3

o Battery Stewardship*

o Battery Recycling®

e Contact the rulemaking team at batterystewardship@ecy.wa.gov

e Contact the Battery Stewardship Program Coordinator:
Brett Rude
brud461@ecy.wa.gov
(564) 669-9349

L https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_303

2 https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-905

3 https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.555

4 https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/reducing-recycling-waste/our-recycling-programs/battery-stewardship

5> https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/common-
dangerous-waste/batteries
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