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Free Arsenic and Lead Soil Testing 
Where: Federal Way Farmers Market, 1701 S 320th St, Federal Way 

When: 9AM – 3PM on Saturday, May 17, 2025 

Washington State Department of Ecology and Department of Health staff will have 
a booth at the farmers market to offer free soil testing for arsenic and lead, explain 

results and provide information on ways to reduce your exposure. 

Questions? Contact Sarah Miller at Sarah.Miller@ecy.wa.gov or 360-999-3186. 

Don’t forget to bring a soil sample for us to test.  
Here’s how to collect one from your yard – it’s easy! 

1. Identify area for sample (for example, a garden plot or 
children’s play area) 

2. Dig a hole 6-8 inches deep. Collect soil from all levels of hole. 
Exclude grass/mulch. 

3. Remove sticks/rocks. Put the sample in a plastic bag. If you 
collect soil from multiple locations, label each bag with the location. 

For a video tutorial and more information about soil sampling, scan the QR code or 
visit go.ecology.wa.gov/FedWayFarmersMkt. 

The Tacoma Smelter Plume 
For nearly 100 years, ASARCO 
operated a copper smelter in north 
Tacoma. Air pollution from the smelter 
settled on the surface of soil across 
more than 1,000 square miles of the 
Puget Sound region.  

Arsenic, lead, and other metals 
remain in the soil because of this 
pollution. 
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