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How climate policy shapes local industry and your community
the connection between Washington's Cap-and-Invest Program and industrial facilities

State law requires the Washington Department of Ecology to write a 
report to the Legislature about how certain industrial facilities known as 
“emissions-intensive, trade-exposed industries” (EITEs) could be 
regulated under the Cap-and-Invest Program from 2035 to 2050. We’re 
interested in better understanding the environmental and economic 
impacts of these facilities at the community level, so we’re seeking 
feedback from Tribes, community members, and environmental 
organizations to include in the report.  

What are EITEs and where are they? 
There are about 40 EITEs in Washington. They include petroluem 
refineries and manufacturing facilities that produce chemicals, paper, 
food, airplanes, building materials and other products. 

These facilities use a lot of energy and release large amounts of 
greenhouse gases (‘emissions-intensive’). They also face significant 
national or global competition for their products (‘trade-exposed’). See if 
there’s an EITE located near your community – Map of EITEs. 

Why does this matter? 
EITEs play an important role in local economies, but their pollution can 
affect the health of the environment and people around them.  

Like all Washington businesses, EITEs have to comply with state air 
quality regulations. However, EITEs still emit some harmful air pollutants 
when they burn fossil fuels. The exact amount varies by facility. Some are 
located in or near communities that already experience higher levels of 
air pollution from sources like transportation, wildfires, wood burning, and agriculture. 

Make your voice heard 
Your feedback will inform Ecology’s understanding of how policy changes could 
affect your community’s health, air quality, and economic opportunities.  

Please consider sharing your thoughts and consider the questions we’ve included 
on page two. You don’t need to be an expert! Your experiences and perspectives 
can help ensure the Legislature receives policy recommendations that reflect the 
needs and values of Tribes and communities around the state. 

Submit written comment via our electronic platform

Schedule a meeting with us by emailing CCAEITEIndustries@ecy.wa.gov

Cap-and-Invest 
The Climate Commitment Act 
established Washington’s Cap-and-
Invest Program, a market-based 
system that lowers climate pollution 
by putting a price on greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

The program ‘caps’ greenhouse gas 
emissions, then lowers that cap over 
time to help Washington meet our 
climate goals. 

The largest climate polluting emitters 
must compete to buy ‘allowances’ for 
every unit of greenhouse gas they 
release or reduce their emissions. 
Over time Ecology allows fewer annual 
emissions by  selling fewer 
allowances—that’s how we lower the 
cap! 

The state then invests the money 
raised back into local communities to 
support projects like expanding public 
transit, energy efficient heating and 
cooling systems, improving air quality, 
and restoring salmon habitats.  

CCA.wa.gov/EITEs

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.65.110
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/ea3e72b8-0507-4e1e-93c6-7ed4341fb416/EITE-facilities-map-June-2025.pdf
https://ecology.commentinput.com/?id=rapTtFh6V
mailto:CCAEITEIndustries@ecy.wa.gov
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Updating EITE policies 
Like all major greenhouse gas emitters, EITEs are expected to reduce their 
emissions. Because sudden or large changes to their operational costs could 
result in facilities closing or moving out of state, the Legislature gave EITEs 
allowances at no cost for most of their emissions through 2034.  This longer 
runway is meant to preserve local jobs and ensure we don’t miss 
opportunities to reduce emissions in Washington.  

Ecology is required by law to provide a report to the Legislature with 
recommendations on how to regulate EITEs from 2035-2050, including how many allowances they receive. 
We're interested in hearing how these policies may impact your community and asking for your help in 
answering the following questions: 

• What are potential impacts on individuals and communities where EITE facilities are located? 
• How can we minimize the risk of EITEs relocating outside of Washington? 
• How might these policies impact Washington's ability to meet legal limits on statewide greenhouse gas 

emissions? 

Centering environmental justice 
We’re committed to better understanding the impacts of EITEs and making policy decisions that reduce 
environmental burdens on communities already facing health and environmental challenges. Everyone in 
Washington, regardless of income, race, ethnicity, color, or national origin, has a right to live, work, and play in 
a clean and healthy environment.  

Be involved in the process 
From developing the report to sharing thoughts with Legislature

• Spring to Fall 2025: We’re seeking feedback on draft materials for the report. We’re hosting public 
advisory group meetings and meeting with interested parties. Please contact Ecology if you’d like to set 
up a meeting or have any questions about the draft materials.  

• December 2025: Ecology will submit the report to the Legislature with recommendations for how to 
regulate EITEs from 2035 through 2050. These recommendations will aim 
to balance protecting local jobs and economic stability with the need to 
reduce climate pollution and improve air quality.  

Once we deliver our report, it’s up to the Legislature to decide on EITE policy 
during the 2026 or 2027 legislative session. There will be additional opportunities 
for the public to engage on this topic through the legislative process.

We’re committed to making our information easy to access for everyone. If you need this in another format or a different 
language, or if you use a relay service email CCAEITEsindustries@ecy.wa.gov or call 360-407-6800. 

CCA.wa.gov/EITEs

Did you know that the CCA 
directs Ecology to address air 

quality in overburdened 
communities? In fact, this 
work is already underway.

https://ecology.wa.gov/air-climate/climate-commitment-act/cap-and-invest/emissions-intensive-trade-exposed-industries#draftmaterials
mailto:CCAEITEsindustries@ecy.wa.gov
https://ecology.wa.gov/air-climate/climate-commitment-act/overburdened-communities
https://ecology.wa.gov/air-climate/climate-commitment-act/overburdened-communities
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