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Contact Information

For more information, contact:

Emissions Reporting and Verification Section
Climate Pollution Reduction Program
GHGReporting@ecy.wa.gov
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Gabrielle.Treweek@ecy.wa.gov For Washington Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-
6341. Visit Ecology's website for more information.
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Introduction

In 2021, Washington adopted the Climate Commitment Act (CCA). This law created the
Cap-and-Invest Program, which places a limit (or “cap”) on the majority of the state’s
greenhouse gas emissions. Over time, the cap will decrease to meet the greenhouse gas
emission limits in state law (RCW 70A.45.020).

Under Cap-and-Invest, fuel suppliers who qualify must buy allowances equal to their
annual covered emissions. However, emissions from certain fuel uses are exempt,
including:

e Emissions on farms for agricultural purposes

e Emissions to transport agricultural products on public highways (until December
31, 2029)

In order to claim this exemption, fuel suppliers must report exempt fuel sales to Ecology
and have those emissions deducted from their compliance obligation.

This exemption was provided with the intent to mitigate CCA-related costs associated with
specified agricultural fuels; however, some fuel suppliers and retail fuel sellers continue to
add CCA-related surcharges.

Ecology does not have the authority to regulate fuel prices, but the agency has taken
several steps to address this issue:

o Facilitated a working group to learn more about compliance challenges and develop
solutions

e Issuing guidance that describes exactly how to claim exemptions
e Providing regular one-on-one assistance to fuel suppliers (ongoing)

To support implementation of the exemption, Ecology is directed to create and publish an
online directory of retail fuel sellers who provide surcharge-free exempt agricultural fuel
(RCW 70A.65.400). Suppliers must register with Ecology to be included.

This interim guidance has two goals:

1. To help the fuel supply sector and retail fuel stations understand the exemption and
how to register retail fuel locations in Ecology’s directory tool

2. To help farm fuel users and agricultural transporters use the directory to find sellers
offering surcharge-free exempt fuel

The directory shows, by city and county:

¢ The name and address of each participating retail fuel seller or station
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e Thetypes of exempt fuel products available

Ecology is committed to providing technical assistance to fuel suppliers, retail fuel
stations, and other interested parties throughout this process.

Agricultural Fuel Exemptions and Eligible Fuel Products
There are two types of agricultural fuel exemptions under the Cap-and-Invest Program:
1. Farm fuel use - Fuel used only for agricultural purposes by a farm fuel user.

2. Transport fuel use for agricultural products— Fuel used to transport agricultural
products on public highways (available until Dec. 31, 2029).

The meanings of agricultural purposes, farm fuel use, and agricultural products remain the
same as in earlier Ecology guidance. (See Interim Guidance on Exempt Fuels, and Interim
Guidance on Agricultural Exemptions.)

Updated Definitions

Recent law changes updated the definitions of certain fuels. These definitions are provided
here:

* Motor Vehicle Fuel (HB 1912 Sec. 2(e)(iii)(B)) — Gasoline, primarily used to power
motor vehicles or vessels.

o Special Fuel (HB 1912 Sec. 2(7)(e)(iii)(C)) — Diesel, liquefied petroleum gas (also
called propane), and biodiesel.

Eligible Fuel Products

Based on these definitions, the fuels eligible for agricultural exemptions are limited to:
e Gasoline

Diesel

Biodiesel

Propane (liquefied petroleum gas)

Agriculture Support Program Remittances

For certain eligible fuels purchased in 2023 and 2024, the Department of Licensing’s
(DOL’s) Agriculture Support Program (ASP) provided remittances. Because the Legislature
did not fund this program for the 2025-2027 biennium, the program has concluded, and
DOL is no longer accepting new applications for remittances. For more details, see the:
Agriculture Support Program | Washington State Department of Licensing
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Completing the registration form

This guidance is for:

¢ Fuel suppliers and retail fuel sellers who want to register stations that offer
surcharge-free exempt agricultural fuel.

¢ Farm fuel users and transporters of agricultural goods who need to find surcharge-
free exempt fuel stations.

How to Register a Retail Fuel Station

To register a station in Ecology’s directory, fuel retailers must complete the Retail Fuel
Station Registration Form: Retail Fuel Station Registration Form

Please email GHGReporting@ecy.wa.gov with any additional questions about the
registration form.

Follow these steps:
Step 1. Provide Contact Information

e First and last name - Enter the primary contact for the station(s). This person will
answer questions from Ecology and farm fuel users.

¢ Phone number and email - Enter contact details for the primary contact.
Step 2. Enter Retail Seller Information
e Station name - Use the station’s operating name (not the parent company’s name).

e Address - Enter the station’s physical address. Do not enter mailing addresses or
corporate headquarters.

o Address line 1 - Physical address of the station.

o Address line 2 - Additional details if needed.

o City-The city where the station is located.

o County - Select the county where the station is located.
o State - Must be in Washington.

o ZIP code - Enter the 5-digit ZIP code.

e Geolocation - Use the map tool to confirm the address. The latitude and longitude
will auto-fill at the bottom of the map.
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Step 3. Add Additional Stations (Optional)

If the same primary contact manages more than one station:
o Select the “+” button under “Station Information” to add more stations.
¢ Usethe middle button to toggle between stations (hnumbered 1, 2, 3, ...).
o Use the left button to delete a station if needed.

Step 4. Select Fuel Information

¢ Exemptfuels sold - Choose from the list (gasoline, diesel, biodiesel, propane).
These are the only eligible fuels under this program.

¢ Fuel supplier(s) - Use the drop-down menu to select the supplier(s) for each
station.

Step 5. Attestation and Submission
Before you can submit the registration form, you must confirm the information is correct.
1. Read the attestation statement carefully.

o This statement explains your responsibilities for providing accurate
information.

2. Confirm your agreement.
o Click onthe radio buttons to show you agree to the attestation.
o Each option must be checked before submission is allowed.

3. Submit the form.

o Once you have reviewed your entries and agreed to the attestation, click the
Submit button.

o Youwill see a confirmation message on your screen. Save or print this
message for your records.

Identifying upstream Fuel Suppliers by a retail fuel seller

Fuel suppliers are companies that produce, import, or supply fuel in Washington. They are
responsible for reporting greenhouse gas emissions to Ecology.

If your supplier does not appear on the registration form:
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1. Askif another upstream supplier is responsible for reporting.
2. Confirm which supplier provides fuel to your station.

3. Request the supplier’s 6-digit GHGRP ID. This is a state reporting number which
your supplier should be able to provide.

4. Usethat ID to ensure the correct supplier is listed.

Disclaimer

This is a public facing form used to provide farm fuel users and agricultural transporters
with the knowledge of where CCA surcharge exempt fuel may be purchased. Ecology
reserves the right to remove any user who provides false or misleading information, or who
uses the form for anything other than its intended purpose.
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