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Publication and Contact Information 
This document is available on the Department of Ecology’s website at: 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/2602006.html  

For more information contact: 

Air Quality Program 
P.O. Box 47600  
Olympia, WA  98504-7600  
Phone: 360-407-6800 

Washington State Department of Ecology — www.ecology.wa.gov 

• Headquarters, Olympia   360-407-6000 

• Northwest Regional Office, Shoreline  206-594-0000 

• Southwest Regional Office, Olympia  360-407-6300 

• Central Regional Office, Union Gap  509-575-2490 

• Eastern Regional Office, Spokane  509-329-3400 

The Department of Ecology is committed to providing people with disabilities access to 
information and services by meeting or exceeding the requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 and 508 of the Rehabilitation Act, and 
Washington State Policy #188.  

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 360-407-6800 or email 
at AQOutreach@ecy.wa.gov . For Washington Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-
6341. Visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility   for more information.  

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/2602006.html
https://www.ecology.wa.gov/
mailto:AQOutreach@ecy.wa.gov
https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility
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Purpose 
The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) provides the information in this 
implementation plan to meet agency and Administrative Procedure Act (RCW 34.05.328) 
requirements related to rule adoptions. 
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Introduction 
On May 28, 2026, Ecology adopted amendments to Chapter 173-400 WAC, General Regulations 
for Air Pollution Sources, Chapter 173-425 WAC, Outdoor Burning, and Chapter 173-430 
WAC, Agricultural Burning (AO # 24-10). The purpose of this rule implementation plan is to 
inform those who must comply with Chapter 173-400 WAC, Chapter 173-425 WAC, and 
Chapter 173-430 WAC about how Ecology intends to: 

• Implement and enforce the rule. 
• Inform and educate persons affected by the rule. 
• Promote and assist voluntary compliance for the rule. 
• Evaluate the rule. 
• Train and inform Ecology staff about the new or amended rule. 

 
Also included in this plan is information about: 

• Supporting documents that may need to be written or revised because of the new rule or 
amended rule.  

• Other resources where more information about the rule is available. 
• Contact information for Ecology employees who can answer questions about the rule 

implementation. 
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Implementation and Enforcement 
Chapter 173-400 WAC, General Regulations for Air Pollution Sources 
This chapter establishes standards to control and prevent air pollution from emissions sources. 
The rule amendment adjusts emissions standards for air curtain incinerators based on emissions 
testing studies. Additionally, the rule amendment gives Ecology the option to adopt a new 
General Order for using ACIs in place of the notice of construction, which would further reduce 
the time and expense of obtaining a permit. 
Ecology and local clean air agency staff implement this rule and will continue to enforce the 
emissions standards through emissions reporting, permits, technical assistance, and orders as 
needed. Ecology and local clean air agency staff will update existing permits during the course of 
normal permit actions as needed. New permits will comply with the new requirements. 
 
Chapter 173-425 WAC, Outdoor Burning  
This chapter establishes a program to implement the limited burning policy authorized by 
sections 743 through 765 of the Washington Clean Air Act (Chapter 70.94 RCW) and other 
provisions of the act that pertain to outdoor burning (except any outdoor burning listed in WAC 
173-425-020(1)). This rule amendment adds details on the regulation of flame cap kilns. 
Ecology and local clean air agency staff implement this rule and will continue to enforce the 
emissions standards through emissions reporting, permits, technical assistance, and orders as 
needed. Ecology and local clean air agency staff will update existing permits during the course of 
normal permit actions as needed. New permits will comply with the new requirements. 
 
Chapter 173-430 WAC, Agricultural Burning 
This chapter establishes control strategies for agricultural burning in the state to minimize 
adverse health and the environmental effects from agricultural burning in accord with the most 
reasonable procedures to follow in safeguarding life and property under all circumstances or is 
reasonably necessary to carry out the enterprise or both. This rule amendment adds the definition 
of “flame cap kiln” to align rule language with amendments made to RCW by Substitute Senate 
Bill 6121, signed into law in the 2024 legislative session. 
Ecology and local clean air agency staff implement this rule and will continue to enforce the 
emissions standards through emissions reporting, permits, technical assistance, and orders as 
needed. Ecology and local clean air agency staff will update existing permits during the course of 
normal permit actions as needed. New permits will comply with the new requirements. 
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Informing and Educating Persons Affected by the Rule 
To inform and educate persons affected by these rules, Ecology will: 

• Send notice with the rule adoption documents via GovDelivery to the following: 

o Air Quality Program Rules and SIPs Updates distribution list 

o Ecology WAC Track distribution list 

o Persons who previously requested to be included on a contact list during the 
rulemaking development process 

o Persons who submitted comments on the rulemaking 

• Post the rule adoption documents on Ecology’s rulemaking webpage 

• Communicate with local clean air agencies and regulated entities about changes as 
necessary  

 
 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-425-430-400
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Promoting and Assisting Voluntary Compliance 
 
Ecology will promote voluntary compliance through technical assistance when permits are 
applied for, issued, or revised. 
 
Air Quality Program staff are available to respond to questions from regulated entities, local  
clean air agencies, and other interested parties as needed. 
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Evaluating the Rule 
 
Ecology will continue to monitor air quality and continue discussions with regulated entities and 
local clean air agency staff as needed. Additionally, the Air Quality program will evaluate the 
ACI permitting process for areas of improvement. The Air Quality Program maintains a list of 
suggestions for improving air quality regulations received from Ecology staff, local clean air 
agencies, and the regulated community. We refer to this list before initiating a new rulemaking. 
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Training and Informing Ecology Staff 
 
Ecology staff and local clean air agency staff responsible for implementing these rules work 
directly with the affected emissions sources and are already familiar with the rule updates. These 
staff are available to assist with questions from other interested parties as needed.
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List of Supporting Documents that May Need to be 
Written or Revised 

 
A general order for air curtain incinerator permits may be considered by Air Quality permitting 
staff and management. This rulemaking opens the door for a general order to be written for air 
curtain incinerator permits, but it does not mandate this change. 
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More Information 
 
Ecology’s rulemaking webpage contains the following documents:  
 

• Rule Language – Chapter 173-400 WAC 

• Rule Language – Chapter 173-425 WAC  

• Rule Language – Chapter 173-430 WAC 

• Rule Adoption Filing Form (CR-103)  

• Rule Implementation Plan 

• State Environmental Procedures Act – determination of non-significance and 
environmental checklist  

• Final Regulatory Analyses  

• Concise Explanatory Statement – contains public comments received and Ecology’s 
responses 

 

Ecology’s publication database contains the following documents:  
 

• Final Regulatory Analyses  

• Concise Explanatory Statement – contains public comments received and Ecology’s 
responses 

• Environmental Justice Assessment 

 
The completed Environmental Justice Assessment will also be posted on Ecology’s  
environmental justice assessments webpage.

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-425-430-400
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/environmental-justice/heal/environmental-justice-assessments
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Contact Information 
 

Caitlyn Roehmholdt 
Rulemaking Lead 
Department of Ecology, Air Quality Program 
PO Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
(360) 742-7554 
caitlyn.roehmholdt@ecy.wa.gov 

 

mailto:caitlyn.roehmholdt@ecy.wa.gov
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