Request for Information to Develop Statewide

Recycling Lists and Needs Assessments
April 1, 2026

Why is Ecology requesting information?

The Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) is requesting technical information to inform
requirements of Section 090 and Section 110 of the Recycling Reform Act passed by the
legislature in 2025, which requires an extended producer responsibility (EPR) program for
consumer packaging and paper products (“covered materials”). The law, codified in Chapter
70A.208 RCW, directs Ecology to:

¢ Develop four statewide collection lists, due by October 1, 2026, identifying covered
materials suitable for residential recycling, residential composting, public place
collection, or alternative collection.

e Complete a preliminary needs assessment due by December 31, 2026, describing
current recycling system access, infrastructure, contracts, costs, material flows, and
market conditions.

e Complete a full needs assessment, due by December 31, 2027, evaluating system
performance, environmental and public health considerations, investment needs, and
opportunities for improvement.

This Request for Information (RFI) is intended to:

e Identify relevant datasets, studies, and technical insights.

e Support evaluation of specific covered materials for statewide collection lists.

¢ Identifying and filling gaps in available information to support the needs assessments.

e Gather recommendations on methodologies, performance metrics, and system
improvement opportunities and priorities.

The information collected as part of this RFI is in addition to (i) data submitted by service
providers through Ecology’s service provider registration, as described below, and (ii) data and
input collected through surveys to key audiences. RCW 70A.208.110(7)(a) states that a service
provider or other person with data or information necessary to complete a needs assessment
must provide the data or information to the department upon request.

Ecology has already requested that service providers (including local governments, collectors,
material recovery facilities, and processors) register with Ecology and share information
pursuant to RCW 70A.208.070. Ecology may reach out to service providers who have not
submitted the requested information or submitted incomplete information.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.208&full=true#70A.208.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.208&full=true#70A.208.110
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5284-S2.SL.pdf#page=1

The law directs Ecology to consult with specific audiences for input on the statewide collection
lists and both needs assessments, including waste and recycling service providers, government
entities, the advisory council, producer responsibility organization (PRO), Washington Utilities
and Transportation Commission (UTC), and other interested parties. For the needs assessment,
the law specifically directs Ecology to obtain recommendations on the type and scope of
information and accompanying data to be collected and analyzed.

How does this RFI complement planned surveys?

As part of the statewide lists and needs assessment development, in spring 2026, Ecology will
conduct detailed surveys of municipalities, Tribes, collection service providers, public place
recycling programs, and processing facilities. These surveys will collect operational data such
as service access and convenience, accepted materials, infrastructure capacity, contamination
challenges, education practices, costs and contract structures.

This RFl is intended to complement those surveys by requesting:

¢ Additional datasets or studies not captured through surveys.
o Material-specific technical insights to inform development of statewide collection lists.
¢ Recommendations on data gaps, methodologies, and system improvement strategies.

Organizations that expect to receive a survey may choose to provide detailed operational data
through the survey process rather than through the RFI.

Who should respond to this RFI?

Anyone may respond to the RFI. The purpose of this RFl is to obtain recommendations on the
type of data Ecology may use to inform development of the statewide collection lists and
conduct the needs assessments. Information specific to Washington is preferred, but analogous
information from other jurisdictions is also welcome.

Ecology particularly encourages RFI responses from:

¢ Washington residents

¢ Community organizations

e Producers of covered materials

e Producer responsibility organizations

e Retailers

o End markets and re-processors

e Trade associations

e Environmental and equity organizations
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How will information be used?

Ecology and consultants will review submitted materials and may reach out for additional
clarification or additional information.

Information may be used to:

o Evaluate covered materials for suitability on statewide collection lists.

o Characterize current recycling and composting system conditions.

¢ Identify infrastructure and market gaps.

¢ Refine methodologies for system performance assessment/evaluation.

¢ Inform the needs assessments and recommendations for future data collection efforts.

Respondents may request confidential treatment of submitted data consistent with RCW
70A.208.220. Ecology’s contracting team will aggregate and anonymize the non-public data or
information received from all parties, excluding location data, as necessary. Where needed, the
aggregated anonymized data will be included in the needs assessment. Without a request to
keep data or information confidential, information submitted in response to this RFI may become
public and may be shared with the Advisory Council, PRO, and subcommittees, or other parties.

When and how should information be submitted?

Please submit all information and responses to (recyclingreform@ecy.wa.gov) by 11:59 pm
Pacific time on Friday, May 8, 2026.

Please include all the following information in your response:

e Contact name, organization, phone number and email address so Ecology can follow up
for clarification or additional information;

¢ Audience affiliation (i.e., resident — single and multifamily dwellings; producers of
covered materials; PRO; retailers; end markets; trade associations; community
organizations; environmental and equity organizations),

o Clear reference to which Request # (A1, B1, etc.) you are responding to;
Brief description of insights and description of data that you are providing;

e Direct links to data source and/or numerical data and tables in spreadsheet formats
whenever possible.

The sections that follow provide additional considerations when submitting information.
Respondents can submit information for one or multiple requests. Respondents are not required
to respond to all requests. Respondents should provide evidence and documentation and
submit responses that are accurate.

Speculation, if there is any, should be clearly noted. If respondents believe that submitted
information is likely to change in the near future (for example, due to emerging technologies or
new markets), please describe both the current state of affairs as well as the predicted change,
including anticipated dates and reasons for the change.
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Additional opportunities to stay involved

Join Ecology’s email list to receive updates and learn more about additional opportunities for
engagement.
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_366

Section A. Request for Information for Washington’s Statewide Collection Lists

These requests relate to evaluating whether particular covered materials are suitable for residential recycling collection, whether
commingled or in a separate container, residential composting collection, public place collection, or alternative collection.

A1: Compatibility with Collection, Sorting, and Processing Infrastructure
Ecology is interested in data or technical insights on:

Whether specific covered materials are widely, minimally, or not accepted in existing residential recycling or composting and
public place programs.

Compatibility with sorting technologies at material recovery facilities or compost facilities.

Practical challenges in collecting, sorting, storing, disposing or transporting of all or specific covered materials, including
challenges that might be unique to a specific geography, demographic, or collection mode.

Anticipated system improvements to overcome challenges in collecting, sorting, storing, or transporting materials.
Anticipated yield loss or recovery efficiency during processing.

Contamination risks and costs associated with specific covered materials or formats.

A2: Ease of Material Identification and Preparation for Recycling

Ecology is interested in data sources on:

The ability of residents or other waste generators to easily identify covered materials as recyclable or compostable, including
distinguishing from non-recyclable or non-compostable look-alike materials.

Preparation requirements for compatibility with recycling and composting infrastructure (such as rinsing, separation of
components, removal of labels).

The likelihood that a covered material will bring with it non-recyclable or non-compostable materials.

Evidence from contamination audits, behavior studies, or program implementation experience.
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A3: Environmental and Health Considerations

Ecology requests information on the environmental and health impacts of covered materials, including:

Environmental impacts and trade-offs of recycling or composting compared to landfilling or incineration.

Health and safety considerations and hazards, including for workers in collection, transfer or processing facilities.
Hazardous waste generation. Note that this information will also be used to inform the needs assessments.
Environmental justice impacts and potential impacts on overburdened communities. Note that this information will also be
used to inform the needs assessments.

A4: Packaging Design Characteristics and Material Flow Information

Ecology requests that producers, the PRO, and other interested parties provide input on the type and scope of data and information
to collect for:
e Covered materials introduced into Washington state, including estimates by volume, weight , and covered material type.
¢ Data on recyclability / compostability of covered materials including information on collection access and compatibility with
sorting and processing infrastructure or technologies.
e Access to responsible markets.
e Anticipated yield loss in recycling process, including yield loss at the MRF and end market.
e The prevalence or market share for covered material categories that adhere to recognized design guidelines for recycling or
composting, including:

o Plastics: Association of Plastic Recyclers Design Guide Overview
o Paper and cartons: AF&PA Design Guidance for Recyclability | American Forest and Paper Association and/or Poly

Coated Paper Alliance

o Metal: Aluminum Association Container Design Guide and Can Manufacturers Institute Steel Container Design Guide
for Recyclability

o Glass: CIRCPACK by Veolia and/or any provided by the Glass Packaging Institute

o Compostable: RCW 70A.455.040 Requirements for a product labeled "compostable" (referencing ASTM D6400,
ASTM D6868, ASTM D8410, ISO 17088, and EN 13432)

o Incentivizing Compostable Packaging Recovery Through EPR Programs

o U.S. Plastics Pact | Design for Circularity Playbooks
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https://plasticsrecycling.org/apr-design-hub/apr-design-guide-overview/
https://www.afandpa.org/statistics-resources/afpa-design-guidance-recyclability
https://www.aluminum.org/CanDesignGuide
https://www.cancentral.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Can-Recycling-Guide-V15-1.pdf
https://www.cancentral.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Can-Recycling-Guide-V15-1.pdf
https://www.circpack.veolia.com/make-your-packaging-recyclable/design-guidelines
https://usplasticspact.org/design-for-circularity-playbooks/

Potential recycling barriers for covered materials to incorporate recycled content.

Total amount and types of covered materials utilizing post-consumer recycled content. Note that this information will be used
to inform the needs assessment, but is included under request A4 to allow respondents to streamline responses.

Ecology is currently reviewing Recycled Content Use in Washington: Assessing Demand, Barriers, and Opportunities and welcomes
input on data limitations or additional relevant information.

A5: End-Market Viability and Responsible Market Conditions

Ecology requests that material recovery facilities (MRFs), end markets (such as composters and recycling reclaimers or processors),
and other interested parties provide recommendations on the type and scope of information to collect and specific data regarding end
markets for covered materials, including:

Any end markets in Washington and beyond that purchase commodities from Washington MRFs, including the commodities
purchased, products produced, processing methods used, location of end market, sourcing radius, capacity, how long the
market has operated, transportation costs to access the market, significant contamination issues, and information on future
outlook for the market’s stability.

Any composter or organics processing facility that accepts covered materials in organic waste feedstocks from Washington
generators, including what materials they accept and from which type of generators, certifications of the finished compost
product, processing methods used, location of facility, sourcing radius, capacity, how long the market has operated,
transportation costs to access the market, and information on future outlook for the market’s stability.

The degree to which Washington end markets can be considered responsible markets, including performance related to
environmental protection, worker safety, community health, transparency, and regulatory compliance.

Anticipated yield from the recycling or composting process.

Market constraints that may affect recycling and compost infrastructure viability, as well as trends affecting future market
stability.

Risks associated with oversupply, price volatility, or degradation of material quality or feedstock from specific generators.
Types of materials accepted at composting facilities, including whether (and what types of) compostable packaging is
accepted.
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https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/PlasticsPackaging/Recycled%20Content%20Use%20in%20Washington%20Report_06012020.pdf

Note that Ecology is reviewing the following available data and welcomes feedback on each source. When providing feedback,
respondents are encouraged to consider factors such as geographic relevance, methodological rigor, representativeness,
comparability, and known uncertainties:

Washington Recycling Infrastructure Map

Plastic Packaging in Washington (2020) for current end markets, challenges, value of material, and transportation information
Oregon Recycling Modernization Act: Responsible End Markets

Circular Action Alliance national responsible end market standard (not publicly available)

RRS end market datasets by material type (not publicly available)

Section B. Requests for Information for Washington’s Needs Assessments

The needs assessments will evaluate the current state and gaps in Washington’s recycling and composting systems, including who
has access, where and how covered material is being sorted and sold to end markets, how much recycling and composting costs,
and how much covered material is entering Washington compared to the amount of covered material that is recycled or composted.
The purpose of this RFI is to gather information on resources that may not currently be available to Ecology and provide insight into
existing data sources.

B1: Survey Data Collection Scope and Planned Data Collection Efforts

Ecology plans to survey municipalities, Tribes, collection service providers, material recovery facilities, and compost facilities. The
surveys will include audience-specific information and will focus on how covered material that includes recyclable and compostable
consumer packaging is collected, processed, and prepared for/sold to end markets. Table 1 summarizes the required components of
the lists and needs assessments. The first column refers to the needs assessment criteria. The second column refers to existing
datasets, studies, and modeling efforts that may be relevant to informing the current state of Washington’s recycling system.

Ecology is interested in recommendations on the available data and supplemental data collection noted in Table 1 below, specifically:
¢ Do the available data sources suffice for the required components of the needs assessments?

o What limitations or gaps might the data sources pose? When providing feedback, respondents are encouraged to
consider factors such as geographic relevance, methodological rigor, representativeness, comparability, and known
uncertainties.

o What other available data sources should Ecology consider? If possible, provide additional data.
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https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/5f3994e663bc464f905a1411968db6fb
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007024.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/recycling/Documents/recREMlist.pdf

o Based on the proposed supplementation data collection, will this type of data suffice for the needs assessments?
¢ What other supplemental data collection would strengthen the needs assessments?

Table 1: Available Data and Proposed Data Collection for Current Service and Infrastructure

Required Components of the

Needs Assessment

Data Under Review

Additional Data Collection Planned for 2026-

2027

Current or recently introduced
covered materials and material
types by volume and weight

2023 Washington Waste Generation
and Recovery Data

2022-2023 Washington Statewide
Recycling & Organics Characterization
Study (2024)

2020-2021 Washington Statewide
Disposal Characterization Study (2021)
Waste characterization data from other
Washington jurisdictions

Relevant, publicly available data from
other EPR states including

Interviews with and data requests from
producers and/or PRO on covered material
types

Data requests on volume and weight
provided from municipalities, public places,
and Tribes

Evaluation of current service
levels (including availability,
whether via curbside or drop-off,
materials collected, frequency,
types of services, types of
containers used) and costs

Service provider registration data
reported to Ecology

Service contracts (including municipal
contracts with haulers) collected for
King County’s 2024 assessment
Washington State Circular Infrastructure

Gap Analysis

Additional outreach to service providers to
request missing or incomplete data
Surveys with municipalities and haulers
Additional contracts reviews (see details
below)
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https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407012.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407012.pdf

Required Components of the Data Under Review Additional Data Collection Planned for 2026-

Needs Assessment 2027
Assessment of recycling and e Service provider registration data o Review of UTC tariffs, municipal collection
composting collection or reported to Ecology guidelines, and county/city solid waste
processing contracts, including e Service contracts (including municipal management plans
average term length, and contracts with haulers) collected for e Public records requests for service contracts
contract cost structures King County’s 2024 assessment from cities, Tribes, state/national parks, and

military bases

e Surveys with municipalities and haulers

¢ Additional outreach to service providers and
municipalities to request missing or
incomplete data

Estimated total annual collection | ¢ Service provider registration data e Additional outreach to service providers and
and processing service costs reported to Ecology municipalities to request missing or
based on registered service incomplete data

provider costs

Drop-off sites: Location, e Drop off site list provided by Ecology e Survey data from municipalities, haulers,
capacity, number of sites, e Annual facility reports from Ecology Tribes

materials collected, and costs of

operating

Transfer stations: Capacity, ¢ Annual facility reports from Ecology e Survey data from municipalities

number, and location of transfer | ¢  \Washington State Circular Infrastructure

stations Gap Analysis

Material recovery facilities: e Service provider registration data e Surveys and interviews with material
Location, capacity, number of reported to Ecology recovery facilities

sites, materials collected, and

: ¢ Annual facility reports from Ecology
cost of operating
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https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407012.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407012.pdf

Required Components of the Data Under Review Additional Data Collection Planned for 2026-
Needs Assessment 2027
¢ Washington Recycling Infrastructure

Map

e 2022 Material Recovery Facility (MRF)
Assessment - Waste Monitoring and
Surveys - King County Solid Waste
Division

e Washington State Circular Infrastructure
Gap Analysis

e Plastic Packaging in Washington:
Assessing Use, Disposal, and
Management (2020) for process loss,
bale quality, and current equipment

Compost facilities: Location, e Annual facility reports from Ecology e Survey data and interviews with compost
capacity, number of sites, e WA Composters facilities that accept covered materials
materials collected, and costof |« 2022-2023 \Washington Statewide
operating Recycling & Organics Characterization

Study (2024)

e Compost Market Study (2025)
¢ Washington State Circular Infrastructure
Gap Analysis
o Incentivizing Compostable

Packaging Recovery Through
EPR Programs
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https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/5f3994e663bc464f905a1411968db6fb
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/5f3994e663bc464f905a1411968db6fb
https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/solid-waste/Solid-waste-planning-monitoring/Solid-waste-monitoring/MRF-assessment-2022.pdf
https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/solid-waste/Solid-waste-planning-monitoring/Solid-waste-monitoring/MRF-assessment-2022.pdf
https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/solid-waste/Solid-waste-planning-monitoring/Solid-waste-monitoring/MRF-assessment-2022.pdf
https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/solid-waste/Solid-waste-planning-monitoring/Solid-waste-monitoring/MRF-assessment-2022.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407012.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407012.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007024.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007024.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007024.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/SWM/DV/TidyCompostFacilities073025.xlsx
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407007.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407007.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407007.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2507062.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407012.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407012.pdf

B2: Recycling Drop-Off Services and Reuse and Refill Infrastructure

Ecology is collecting information on existing refill and reuse infrastructure for customers and on existing recycling drop-off services,
including both public and private drop-off collection. Table 2 shows the existing data under review and planned data collection.
Ecology is interested in understanding:

e Are there any limitations or gaps in the data or data sources under review? When providing feedback, respondents are
encouraged to consider factors such as geographic relevance, methodological rigor, representativeness, comparability, and

known uncertainties.

¢ Are you aware of other reuse and refill programs that should be included in the needs assessments?
Are you aware of recycling drop-off programs or doorstep collection service that should be included in the needs
assessments? For example, these may include (but are not limited to) the following:
o Single-material drop-off areas (i.e., plastic film collection at retail stores or foam drop-offs)
o Contact lens cases at optometry shops
o Can ring takeback at beer stores
o Doorstep collection service
o Public or private drop-off locations for traditional recyclables

Table 2: Available Data and Proposed Data Collection for Drop-off, Reuse, and Refill Infrastructure

Required Component of the

Needs Assessment

Existing reuse and refill
infrastructure and programs

Available Data Under Review

Reuse Seattle
Washington State Circular Infrastructure Gap

Analysis

Upstream

Story of Stuff; Policy - Oregon SB 545
Review Existing bulk and refill systems
Packaging reuse collection systems: Oregon
MIRROR program.

Do you have data on quantities of materials that are collected in program types listed above?
Is there other supplemental data collection that you would recommend for additional information on reuse and refill?

Supplemental Data Collection Planned for

2026-2027

Informational interviews with Story of
Stuff, Upstream, Reuse Seattle Vendors,
and select refill systems

Additional desktop research
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https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407012.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2407012.pdf

B3: Public Awareness, Education, and Behavior Change

Ecology is interested in gathering information on current domestic and international best practices and efforts regarding:

e Public awareness, education, and outreach activities accounting for culturally responsive materials and methods, including
cost data (cost per household or cost per capita);

o Evaluation of the efficacy of various outreach and education methods;

e Use of product or packaging labels to inform consumers about environmentally sound use and management of covered
materials;

e Methods for increasing public awareness of how to use and manage covered materials in an environmentally sound manner
and how to access waste reduction, refill, reuse, recycling, and composting services; and

¢ Encouraging behavior change to increase participation in waste reduction, refill, reuse, recycling, and composting programs.

B4: Recommendations for Regional Designations

The regional designation for the Needs Assessments include Eastern, Central, Northwest, and Southwest regions of Washington
state and are based on Ecology's regional designations. The same regional profiles are used in Ecology’s statewide waste
characterization studies to present data at regional levels. Ecology is specifically interested in feedback on:

e The regional breakdown of the state for the purposes of the Needs Assessment

e Recommendations for alternative regional designations

B5: Access, Convenience, and Barriers to Participation

Ecology will conduct a more detailed equity study in the future as required under the Recycling Reform Act and is seeking early input
on barriers to access and participation to inform the needs assessment. Ecology is interested in understanding factors that influence
participation in recycling, composting, reuse, and refill systems. This information will help Ecology better understand system
conditions and inform future analysis related to access, infrastructure needs, and program design.

Please provide information or examples related to:

o Barriers to accessing or participating in recycling or composting services that may not be captured by standard measures of
service availability.
¢ Challenges related to convenience, usability, cost, language access, physical accessibility, housing type, or service design.
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https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/contact-us

¢ Differences in access or participation across communities, including rural, remote, Tribal, overburdened, or underserved
populations.
¢ Infrastructure, service design, or programmatic changes that could improve access, convenience, and participation.

B6: Feedback on Scope and Data Quality of Additional Resources

Ecology is interested in feedback on the scope, quality, and usefulness of the data sources listed in Table 3. These sources may be
used to inform the development of statewide collection lists and needs assessments. If recent similar data is available, please
provide additional data. When providing feedback, respondents are encouraged to consider factors such as geographic relevance,
methodological rigor, representativeness, comparability, and known limitations or uncertainties.

If more recent or more relevant datasets are available, Ecology encourages respondents to identify those sources and provide
supporting information where possible.

Table 3: Additional data sources under review

Title ‘ Link ‘ Summary
Database of accepted materials | Local Recycling Program Ecology’s internal list of accepted materials by jurisdiction
by jurisdiction in Washington Survey
state
Consumer Packaging and Consumer Packaging & Report of the current baseline of all consumer packaging and paper
Paper Study: Recycling Rate Paper Products products in Washington and estimated recycling rates for these
Assessment and materials. The report also reviews problematic materials and proposed
Recommendations (2022) policy measures to address them.
Washington Recycle, Reuse, Washington Recycle, The report is comprised of 1) a target study for recycling, reuse, and
and Source Reduction Target Reuse, and Source source reduction, and 2) a community input process of feedback from
Study and Community Input Reduction Target Study WA residents about the state's recycling system
Process (2023) and Community Input

Process
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https://app.box.com/s/5epgx9gtic7vizyda5qj5ki30zdtvmo8
https://app.box.com/s/5epgx9gtic7vizyda5qj5ki30zdtvmo8
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2207022.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2207022.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2307060.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2307060.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2307060.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2307060.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2307060.pdf

Title

Link

Summary

Successful Plastic Packaging
Management Programs and
Innovations Report (2020)

Successful Plastic
Packaging Management
Programs and Innovations

Report of 23 policies and programs, and 53 technologies available to
manage plastic packaging, with assessment of applicability in
Washington. Reports costs and savings to stakeholders of packaging
stewardship programs in other jurisdictions for comparison to WA
stakeholders. Identifies organizations that could be involved in plastic
stewardship programs in WA, and existing databases of plastic
packaging producers used in other programs

Legislative Report: Evaluation,
Assessment, and
Recommendations for the
Responsible Management of
Plastic Packaging in
Washington (2020)

Evaluation, Assessment,
and Recommendations for
the Responsible
Management of Plastic
Packaging in Washington

Summary of the first five reports listed in this sheet (see above). This
report shares some research limitations from the previous reports' work
on page 13

Plastic Packaging Stakeholder
Consultations (2020)

Plastic Packaging
Management Study
Stakeholder Consultation
Process 09252020

Report of consultation with packaging and packaged goods producers
(stakeholders) about the Plastic Packaging Evaluation and Assessment
law, including stakeholder sentiment toward proposed
recommendations, attitudes toward potential policies, and funding
mechanisms

Recommendations for
Managing Plastic Packaging
Waste in Washington (2020)

DRAFT Recommendations

for Managing Plastic
Packaging Waste in

Washington

The report outlines the drafted policy recommendations proposed to
Ecology

Closed Loop Partners:
Recycling Infrastructure and
Plastic Waste Map

A Data Visualization Tool -
Closed Loop Partners

Flow charts and maps for MRF and plastics reclaimers in Canada and
the US
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https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/PlasticsPackaging/Successful%20Plastic%20Packaging%20Management%20Programs%20and%20Innovations%20Report_05182020.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/PlasticsPackaging/Successful%20Plastic%20Packaging%20Management%20Programs%20and%20Innovations%20Report_05182020.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/PlasticsPackaging/Successful%20Plastic%20Packaging%20Management%20Programs%20and%20Innovations%20Report_05182020.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007028.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007028.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007028.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007028.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007028.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007026.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007026.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007026.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2007026.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/PlasticsPackaging/Recommendations%20for%20Managing%20Plastic%20Packaging%20Waste%20in%20Washington_DRAFT_08142020.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/PlasticsPackaging/Recommendations%20for%20Managing%20Plastic%20Packaging%20Waste%20in%20Washington_DRAFT_08142020.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/PlasticsPackaging/Recommendations%20for%20Managing%20Plastic%20Packaging%20Waste%20in%20Washington_DRAFT_08142020.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/PlasticsPackaging/Recommendations%20for%20Managing%20Plastic%20Packaging%20Waste%20in%20Washington_DRAFT_08142020.pdf
https://www.closedlooppartners.com/research/us-and-canada-recycling-infrastructure-and-plastic-waste-map/
https://www.closedlooppartners.com/research/us-and-canada-recycling-infrastructure-and-plastic-waste-map/

Title

Link

Summary

Compostable Products
Management in Washington
State (report to the legislature)
(2024)

Compostable Products
Management in
Washington State - Report

to Leqislature

Improving Organic Materials
Management in Washington
State

Improving Organic
Materials Management in
Washington State

General report discussing common composting methods used in WA
(turned windrow, aerated static pile, in-vessel) based on past Ecology
data.

Plastic Product Degradability
Act (Chapter 70A.455 RCW)

Compostable product
labeling requirements -
Washington State
Department of Ecology

Washington state legal definition for compostable plastic products

Foodservice Packaging
Institute: End Markets Map

End Markets Map —
Foodservice Packaging
Recovery Toolkit

Map of end markets for foodservice packaging, sorted by material type

End Market Evaluation
Discussion

https://greenblue.org/2025/
10/27/end-market-
evaluation/

Explores best practices for assessing end market legitimacy and how
labeling programs and EPR policies define “recyclable in practice.”

Fastmarkets Mill Asset
Database

https://www.risiinfo.com/mil

lassets/millLanding.html?

Database of all fiber mills in North America, can filter for markets
accepting recycled furnish

Circular Packaging Assessment
Tool (CPA)

https://recyclingpartnership
.org/circular-packaging-
assessment/

Industry-facing tool that scores packaging recyclability based on
collection access, sortation, reprocessing, and end market strength.

RecyClass Design for
Recycling Guidelines

Design for Recycling
Guidelines - RecyClass

Design guidelines for recyclability
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https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2407028.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2407028.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2407028.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2407028.html
https://zerowastewashington.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/WA-Organic-Waste-Mgmt_Zero-Waste-WA-May-2021.pdf
https://zerowastewashington.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/WA-Organic-Waste-Mgmt_Zero-Waste-WA-May-2021.pdf
https://zerowastewashington.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/WA-Organic-Waste-Mgmt_Zero-Waste-WA-May-2021.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/reducing-recycling-waste/plastics/compost-labeling
https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/reducing-recycling-waste/plastics/compost-labeling
https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/reducing-recycling-waste/plastics/compost-labeling
https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/reducing-recycling-waste/plastics/compost-labeling
https://www.recyclefsp.org/end-markets-map
https://www.recyclefsp.org/end-markets-map
https://www.recyclefsp.org/end-markets-map
https://greenblue.org/2025/10/27/end-market-evaluation/
https://greenblue.org/2025/10/27/end-market-evaluation/
https://greenblue.org/2025/10/27/end-market-evaluation/
https://www.risiinfo.com/millassets/millLanding.html
https://www.risiinfo.com/millassets/millLanding.html
https://recyclingpartnership.org/circular-packaging-assessment/
https://recyclingpartnership.org/circular-packaging-assessment/
https://recyclingpartnership.org/circular-packaging-assessment/
https://recyclass.eu/protocols-guidelines/design-for-recycling-guidelines/
https://recyclass.eu/protocols-guidelines/design-for-recycling-guidelines/

Title

Link

‘ Summary

Model Bale Specifications
(plastics)

Model Bale Specifications -
Association of Plastic
Recyclers (APR)

Industry-developed guidelines for recycling market acceptance of
various post-consumer (including some post-commercial) recycled
plastic bales

ISRI Scrap Specifications
Circular

ISRI-Scrap-Specifications-
Circular-updated-1.pdf

Specifications are derived from many sectors of the metals, paper stock,
plastics, glass, and electronics industries and are constructed to
represent the quality or composition of the materials bought and sold in
the industry.

CPA Tool Launch Summary &
Methodology

CPA Tool

Explains the scoring methodology behind the CPA tool and how
recyclability criteria align with real-world system performance.

Fiber Recycling Readiness Tool
(RRT)

https://www.fiberrrt.org/

Evaluates paper and fiber packaging formats against mill specifications,
recycling access, and end market demand.

Keep Compost Local: A
Roadmap for Local
Governments to Build
Community Prosperity with
Composting

https://ilsr.org/article/comp
osting-for-
community/keep-compost-
local-report/

Deep dive into the benefits of local composting and policies.
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https://plasticsrecycling.org/tools-and-resources/recycler-resources/model-bale-specifications/
https://plasticsrecycling.org/tools-and-resources/recycler-resources/model-bale-specifications/
https://plasticsrecycling.org/tools-and-resources/recycler-resources/model-bale-specifications/
https://www.isrispecs.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ISRI-Scrap-Specifications-Circular-updated-1.pdf
https://www.isrispecs.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ISRI-Scrap-Specifications-Circular-updated-1.pdf
https://recyclingpartnership.org/assess-the-recyclability-of-your-packaging-with-the-new-circular-packaging-assessment-tool/
https://www.fiberrrt.org/
https://ilsr.org/article/composting-for-community/keep-compost-local-report/
https://ilsr.org/article/composting-for-community/keep-compost-local-report/
https://ilsr.org/article/composting-for-community/keep-compost-local-report/
https://ilsr.org/article/composting-for-community/keep-compost-local-report/
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