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Cleanup Grants Supporting Affordable Housing 
2027–29 biennium update

Reducing cleanup costs to create 
affordable housing opportunities 
The competitive Affordable Housing Cleanup Grant 
Program1 started in the 2023-25 biennium. Ecology 
developed this grant program to encourage developers 
to clean up sites and use them for affordable housing. 
Affordable housing is rental housing for which rent 
(including utilities) is no more than thirty percent of the 
renting family’s income. These grants offset cleanup 
costs, reducing the financial risks associated with 
contamination cleanup. 

Helping communities remain in place 
Connecting cleanup to affordable housing development 
goes far beyond economic and environmental benefits. 
Providing affordable housing after removing the threat of 
contamination helps preserve a community’s character, 
because residents are less likely to be displaced by 
expensive redevelopment. 
The cost of cleaning up contaminated properties is 
usually part of the redevelopment price. The higher cost 
and risk associated with redeveloping contaminated sites 
usually make it less likely that affordable housing will be 
part of the new construction. Reducing cleanup costs 
eases the way for building affordable housing. 

Reducing urban sprawl 
Washington’s cities continue to grow rapidly, and new 
housing and businesses are often built on 
undevelopedland. Urban areas offer many opportunities 
for redevelopment—even if those sites have suspected 
or known contamination. Cleaning up these sites can 
create safe, affordable housing for communities where 
it’s needed most. 

Ecology’s estimated grant cycle timeline 
for the 2027-29 biennium

1 https://ecology.wa.gov/spills-cleanup/contamination-
cleanup/brownfields/affordable-housing 

https://ecology.wa.gov/spills-cleanup/contamination-cleanup/brownfields/affordable-housing
https://ecology.wa.gov/spills-cleanup/contamination-cleanup/brownfields/affordable-housing
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Grant program next steps 

Changes to the grant program 
Ecology has conducted three application solicitations and 
awarded a total of 14 grants since the grant program was 
implemented. While many funded projects are making great 
progress, several others are no longer moving forward. We 
are actively identifying areas in the grant program to change 
which would promote greater project successes.  
In 2025, we engaged the University of Washington Evans 
School of Public Policy and Governance to conduct 
interviews and a review of the program to identify specific 
policy and criteria for potential changes. We are evaluating 
and proposing changes for the program beginning in the 
2027-29 biennium based on this coordinated review and 
lessons learned. 

Public Comment – fall 2025 
An initial public comment period was held in November 
2025 for proposed changes to the name of the grant 
program and to initial restructuring to a phased-in 
approach. Based on feedback received together with our 
evaluation, the following changes will be implemented in 
the next grant cycle: 

Program name 
The name of the program has caused some confusion about 
what grant funding is for: affordable housing development 
or cleanup activities. The program provides funding for the 
cleanup of environmentally contaminated sites intended for 
redevelopment into affordable housing. The cleanup grants 
do not fund the redevelopment efforts for affordable 
housing. To help clarify intent of the grant program, the 
name is changed to Cleanup Grants Supporting Affordable 
Housing. 

Funding structure and timing 
In order to provide a project list to the legislature, the 
process required applications be submitted approximately 

18 months prior to project funding awards. This timeline 
proved problematic for many applicants, due to other 
competing funding requirements, legal negotiations, and 
other factors. A new phased-in approach will allow funding 
for early remedial investigation prior to completing the 
required order or decree for the cleanup construction phase 
of work. 
Instead of conducting the solicitation in advance of the 
budget submittal, we intend to request a lump sum in the 
submission to the Governor to support Cleanup Grants 
Supporting Affordable Housing instead of specific projects. 
Project funding would then be awarded in multiple phases; 
one competitive and then further awards will be based on 
substantive progress at the cleanup site. 

Listening Session – Fall 2026 
We will hold a listening session to gather further feedback 
on the program performance ahead of the official public 
comment period in 2027. 

Public Comment – spring 2027 
Subsequent changes to the grant program, including 
eligibility criteria, scoring criteria, and policy changes will go 
out for public comment in late spring 2027. 
The Toxics Cleanup Program (TCP) will evaluate and respond 
to public comments to incorporate changes to the program 
as appropriate prior to the solicitation. We anticipate 
drafting the 2027-29 biennium guidelines by late fall of 
2027. 

Next funding opportunity 
Upon budget appropriation for this grant program, we 
anticipate the next solicitation for applications for the 2027–
29 biennium in the late fall or early winter of 2027. Updates 
will be posted to our external website2 and shared by our 
email-list3.

 

2 https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-
grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/affordable-housing-cleanup-
grants 

3 https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/ 
new?topic_id=WAECY_328 

Toxics Cleanup Program 
tcpgrants@ecy.wa.gov 
360-407-6000

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology at 
360-407-6000 or at tcpgrants@ecy.wa.gov, or visit
https://ecology.wa.gov/ADA. Call 711 for relay service or
877-833-6341 for TTY.

https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/affordable-housing-cleanup-grants
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_328
https://ecology.wa.gov/ADA
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