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Publication and Contact Information 
This document is available on the Department of Ecology’s website at: 
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2611002.html  

For more information contact: 

Water Resources Program 
P.O. Box 47600  
Olympia, WA  98504-7600  
Phone: 360-407-6000 

Washington State Department of Ecology — www.ecology.wa.gov 

• Headquarters, Olympia   360-407-6000 

• Northwest Regional Office, Shoreline  206-594-0000 

• Southwest Regional Office, Olympia  360-407-6300 

• Central Regional Office, Union Gap  509-575-2490 

• Eastern Regional Office, Spokane  509-329-3400 

The Department of Ecology is committed to providing people with disabilities access to 
information and services by meeting or exceeding the requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 and 508 of the Rehabilitation Act, and 
Washington State Policy #188.  

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 425-516-3012 or email 
at Danielle.gallatin@ecy.wa.gov. For Washington Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-
833-6341. Visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility for more information.  

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2611002.html
https://www.ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility
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Purpose 
The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) provides the information in this 
implementation plan to meet agency and Administrative Procedure Act (RCW 34.05.328) 
requirements related to rule adoptions. 
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Introduction 
On May 27, 2026, Ecology adopted amendments to chapters 173-507, 173-508, 173-513, 173-
514 & 173-515 WAC; Instream Resource Protection Program rules (Administrative Order # 24-
09). The purpose of this implementation plan is to inform those who must comply with the new 
section, Permit-exempt wells for domestic uses, added to chapters 173-507, 173-508, 173-513, 
173-514 & 173-515 WAC about how Ecology intends to: 

• Implement and enforce the rules. 
• Inform and educate persons affected by the rules. 
• Promote and assist voluntary compliance for the rules. 
• Evaluate the rules. 
• Train and inform Ecology staff about the new or amended rules. 

 
Also included in this plan is information about: 

• Supporting documents that may need to be written or revised because of the new rules or 
amended rules.  

• Other resources where more information about the rules are available. 
• Contact information for Ecology employees who can answer questions about the 

implementation of the rules. 
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Implementation and Enforcement 
Cities or counties issuing a building permit under RCW 19.27.097(1)(d), or approving a 
subdivision under chapter 58.17 RCW in a watershed subject to this rulemaking must continue to 
implement provisions in chapter 90.94.030(4).   
Specifically, RCW 90.94.030(4)(a)(i-vi) directs each city or county to: 

• Record relevant restrictions or limitations associated with water supply with the property 
title; 

• Collect applicable fees, as described under this section; 

• Record the number of building permits issued under chapter 19.27 RCW or subdivision 
approvals issued under chapter 58.17 RCW subject to the provisions of this section; 

• Annually transmit to the department three hundred fifty dollars of each fee collected 
under this subsection; 

• Annually transmit an accounting of building permits and subdivision approvals subject to 
the provisions of this section to the department; 

• Until rules have been adopted that specify otherwise, require the following measures for 
each new domestic use that relies on a withdrawal exempt from permitting under RCW 
90.44.050: 

o An applicant shall pay a fee of five hundred dollars to the permitting authority; 

o Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, an applicant may obtain approval for 
a withdrawal exempt from permitting under RCW 90.44.050 for domestic use 
only, with a maximum annual average withdrawal of nine hundred fifty gallons 
per day per connection; and 

o An applicant shall manage stormwater runoff on-site to the extent practicable by 
maximizing infiltration, including using low-impact development techniques, or 
pursuant to stormwater management requirements adopted by the local permitting 
authority, if locally adopted requirements are more stringent. 

With this rulemaking, Ecology staff will continue to receive and record the following submittals 
required by 90.94.030(4)(a):  

(iv) Annually transmit to the department three hundred fifty dollars of each fee collected 
under this subsection; and 
(v) Annually transmit an accounting of building permits and subdivision approvals 
subject to the provisions of this section to the department. 

 
RCW 90.94.030 and this rulemaking require cities or counties to submit applicable fees on an 
annual basis. Ecology requests submission of all collected fees to occur in August each year.  

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=19.27.097
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=58.17
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=90.94&full=true#90.94.030
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=90.94&full=true#90.94.030
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To address potential violations of the water code, Ecology’s goal is voluntary compliance; 
however, if staff are notified of non-compliance, Ecology staff will go through the established 
steps of compliance and enforcement, consistent with chapters 90.03 and 90.44 RCW.  
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Informing and Educating Persons Affected by the 
Rules 

This rulemaking applies to cities or counties authorizing new permit-exempt wells in five 
watersheds. These requirements have been in place via statute RCW 90.94.030(4) since 2018 
and are now being incorporated into each rule chapter so that these important 
requirements don’t sunset.  

Throughout the rulemaking process, Ecology took the following actions to help inform interested 
persons:  

• Email notices during each rulemaking phase to: 
o WAC track,  
o Water Resources Advisory Committee,  
o Streamflow Restoration Program updates,  
o Water Resources program updates, and  
o Ecology news media.  

• Emails to Tribal governments.  
• Two webinars during informal outreach and comment period. 
• One webinar during formal comment period. 
• One public hearing via webinar. 
• Meetings with interested parties upon request.  

 
Ecology invited Tribal engagement with eight Tribal governments and discussed this rulemaking 
with Tribes that expressed interest. Ecology did not receive a request for formal Government-to-
Government consultation but did receive requests for staff-to-staff level meetings and engaged 
with Tribes throughout the rulemaking process. Ecology appreciates the feedback and comments 
many Tribes have provided during this rulemaking process. 

Neither cities nor counties within these watersheds requested additional outreach.   

Ecology maintains a webpage for this rulemaking that houses many resources including 
presentation slides and recordings from public meetings. We will continue to update this 
webpage: WAC 173-507-508-513-514-515 Watershed Restoration - Washington State 
Department of Ecology 

For more details on the outreach conducted for this rulemaking, please see the Environmental 
Justice Assessment, found on the rule webpage: WAC 173-507-508-513-514-515 Watershed 
Restoration - Washington State Department of Ecology.   

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-507-508-513-514-515-watershed-restoration
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-507-508-513-514-515-watershed-restoration
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-507-508-513-514-515-watershed-restoration
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-507-508-513-514-515-watershed-restoration
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Promoting and Assisting Voluntary Compliance 
Cities or counties issuing building permits under RCW 19.27.097(1)(d) or approving a 
subdivision under chapter 58.17 RCW in a watershed subject to this rulemaking are required to 
continue following provisions found in RCW 90.94.030(4). These are not new requirements and 
have been in statute since 2018.  
These rule amendments do not impact or change current enforcement strategies.  



   
 

Pub #26-11-002 7 May 2026 

Evaluating the Rule 
The statutory requirements incorporated into rule have been in place since 2018. The adopted 
rule language does not change existing statutory requirements currently found in RCW 
90.94.030(4).  
The rule amendments are the final step in a multi-year planning process in these five watersheds 
that started in 2018 with the passage of the Streamflow Restoration law (chapter 90.94 RCW). 
Additionally, the Legislature authorized $300 million to support projects that offset impacts from 
domestic permit-exempt wells. Grants from Ecology to local and Tribal governments have 
resulted in improvements to instream resources.  
Ecology may evaluate and initiate a rule amendment if new information, changing conditions, or 
statutory modifications make it necessary to consider revisions.  
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Training and Informing Ecology Staff 
Ecology will send a notice to regional managers when the rules are adopted, and they will notify 
staff as appropriate. No additional training is anticipated.   
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List of Supporting Documents that May Need to be 
Written or Revised 

The following documents (found here: In your watershed - Washington State Department of 
Ecology1), will be updated to point readers to the WAC for permit-exempt well limitations, 
rather than the statute; specially the “Domestic uses” sections:  
 

• Water Availability Focus Sheet - WRIA 7 

• Water Availability Focus Sheet - WRIA 8 

• Water Availability Focus Sheet - WRIA 13 

• Water Availability Focus Sheet - WRIA 14 

• Water Availability Focus Sheet - WRIA 15 

 
1 https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-availability/in-your-watershed 

https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-availability/in-your-watershed
https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-availability/in-your-watershed
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2011007.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2011008.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2011013.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2011014.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2011015.pdf


   
 

Pub #26-11-002 10 May 2026 

More Information 
Rule webpage with more information: WAC 173-507-508-513-514-515-Watershed Restoration - 
Washington State Department of Ecology  

New section being added to the following Chapters: 

• Chapter 173-507 WAC 
• Chapter 173-508 WAC 
• Chapter 173-513 WAC 
• Chapter 173-514 WAC 
• Chapter 173-515 WAC 

 
Other rulemaking documents:  

• Proposed Rule Language 
o Chapter 173-507 WAC 
o Chapter 173-508 WAC 
o Chapter 173-513 WAC 
o Chapter 173-514 WAC 
o Chapter 173-515 WAC 

• CR-103 form (https://Ecology.wa.gov/Rulemaking-Adoption-Notice-WAC-173-507;-
WAC-173-508;-WAC-173-513;-WAC-173-514;-WAC-173-515) 

• Adopted rule language 

o WRIA 7 (https://ecology.wa.gov/Adopted-rule-language-WAC-173-507) 

o WRIA 8 (https://ecology.wa.gov/Adopted-rule-language-WAC-173-508) 

o WRIA 13 (https://ecology.wa.gov/Adopted-rule-language-WAC-173-513) 

o WRIA 14 (https://ecology.wa.gov/Adopted-rule-language-WAC-173-514) 

o WRIA 15 (https://ecology.wa.gov/Adopted-rule-language-WAC-173-515) 

• Concise Explanatory Statement 
(https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2611006.html)   

o To see comments received visit: Rule proposal: Chapters 173-507, 173-508, 173-
513, 173-514, and 173-515 WAC   

• Environmental Justice Assessment 
(https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2611008.html)   

• Implementation Plan 
(https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2611002.html)   

• SEPA Determination on Non-significance (202504819 - WA Department of Ecology)  

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-507-508-513-514-515-watershed-restoration
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-507-508-513-514-515-watershed-restoration
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-507
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-508
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-513
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-514
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-515
https://ecology.wa.gov/173-507-proposed-rule-language
https://ecology.wa.gov/173-508-proposed-rule-language
https://ecology.wa.gov/173-513-proposed-rule-language
https://ecology.wa.gov/173-514-proposed-rule-language
https://ecology.wa.gov/173-515-proposed-rule-language
https://ecology.wa.gov/Rulemaking-Adoption-Notice-WAC-173-507;-WAC-173-508;-WAC-173-513;-WAC-173-514;-WAC-173-515
https://ecology.wa.gov/Rulemaking-Adoption-Notice-WAC-173-507;-WAC-173-508;-WAC-173-513;-WAC-173-514;-WAC-173-515
https://ecology.wa.gov/Adopted-rule-language-WAC-173-507)
https://ecology.wa.gov/Adopted-rule-language-WAC-173-508)
https://ecology.wa.gov/Adopted-rule-language-WAC-173-513)
https://ecology.wa.gov/Adopted-rule-language-WAC-173-514)
https://ecology.wa.gov/Adopted-rule-language-WAC-173-515)
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2611006.html
https://ecology.commentinput.com/?id=hmx2PCDFTH
https://ecology.commentinput.com/?id=hmx2PCDFTH
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2611008.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2611002.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/separ/Main/SEPA/Record.aspx?SEPANumber=202504819
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Contact Information 
Danielle Gallatin 
425-516-3012 
Danielle.gallatin@ecy.wa.gov 
Rulemaking 
PO BOX 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-760 

For Parcel Service- 
Department of Ecology 
Water Resources Program 
300 Desmond Dr SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
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