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Upper Kittitas Groundwater Rule 
Focus on 

In 2011, the Upper Kittitas Groundwater Rule1 closed portions of Upper Kittitas County to any new 
groundwater withdrawals that would further deplete the aquifer or reduce streamflows. The water supply in 
Upper Kittitas is over-committed, aquifers are in decline, and groundwater pumping is impacting stream flows. 
This rule aims to protect the water supply for local communities, farms, fish runs, and natural areas into the 
future.  

Who does this rule impact?  
This rule impacts people in portions of Upper Kittitas County seeking groundwater for new uses. It does not 
affect water use under pre-existing water rights, including established permit-exempt uses begun before the 
rule adoption.  

 
1 Upper Kittitas Groundwater Rule: https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-539A  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-539A


 

To allow new uses of groundwater, including both those requiring a permit and new permit-exempt uses, 
Ecology requires mitigation or other proof of “water budget neutrality” to ensure that existing rights will not 
be impaired. Anyone interested in using groundwater within the area covered by the rule must submit an 
application2 to Ecology to determine potential impacts. 

Mitigation  
Mitigation offsets impacts to existing water rights and streamflows from new uses. Mitigation is typically 
obtained from a water bank that was established when a senior water right was retired so Ecology can hold it 
in  trust3 to mitigate new water uses.  

Although you may propose your own mitigation plan4, a water bank may already serve mitigation in your area. 
To understand possible mitigation options, contact: 

• Ecology Central Region Help desk: 509-575-2597. 
• Kittitas County Public Works5 Water Resources Specialist at 509-962-7523. 

Applying for a water right permit 
Before you begin work on your water right application, you can request a pre-application consultation6 by 
filling out an online form. Once you submit the form, an Ecology representative will contact you within five (5) 
days to schedule your pre-application consultation. The Office of Regulatory Innovation and Assistance has 
more information including how to apply, how much the permit will cost, and how long it will take to review 
your application.  

Background: Study supports groundwater rule closure 
A 2014 U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) study7 evaluated the occurrence and availability of groundwater, and 
the extent to which groundwater and surface water are connected in upper Kittitas County. Using multiple 
lines of evidence, results of this study show a connection between groundwater and surface water in this 
complex geologic setting. These findings reinforce that new groundwater uses must be mitigated to avoid 
impairment of senior surface water rights. 
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To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by 
phone at 360-407-6872 or email at 
WRpubs@ecy.wa.gov, or visit 
https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. For Relay Service 
or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6341. 

 

 
2 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/ECY070371.html  
3 https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-rights/water-banks 
4 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2511020.html 
5 https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/public-works/water-bank/default.aspx  
6 https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=F-
LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLTFKFFaAvxJPomsFWY6QxthUOVJZTzBWQ0U3SEhNS1c2TlM5ODhHNDJHSy4u   
7 https://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2014/5119/pdf/sir2014-5119.pdf  
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