
Publication number 26-14-006 January 2026 Page 1 

Clean Fuel Standard advance credits for Tribes 
Focus on: Opportunities for Washington’s federally recognized Tribes

Overview 
Washington’s Clean Fuel Standard (CFS) program helps lower climate pollution from transportation, the 
biggest source of greenhouse gases in Washington. The CFS aims to cut transportation emissions by 45% 
below 2017 levels by 2038. It supports making cleaner, low-carbon fuels more available and affordable across 
the state. 

Why participate? 
The CFS Advance Credit Program can help Tribes 
lower costs when moving to clean transportation. It 
provides early funding for projects that cut 
greenhouse gases, protect health, and create new 
income. 

By participating, Tribes can: 

• Earn money for cutting greenhouse gases 
• Invest in electric vehicles (EVs), charging stations, 

or fleet vehicles 
• Apply before projects are finished to reduce costs 
• Keep earning credits after the advance is repaid 

Figure 1: Electric vehicles like this help reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and lower operating costs for 
organizations transitioning to cleaner fleets.

How Advance Credits work 
The program provides early funding for clean transportation projects. As those projects reduce emissions, they 
earn credits that Tribes use to pay back the advance. This lowers the upfront cost and builds long-term 
income.  

Key details of the program include: 

• Apply each year between July 1–31 
• Credits earned pay down the advance (for up to 9 years) 
• Current credit value in Fall 2025: about $29 per metric ton of CO₂ avoided 
• Credits can be banked or sold once issued – they do not expire 

The Advance Credit Program follows a calendar-year timeline, as defined in Clean Fuel Standard rule (WAC 173-
424-550). Ecology reviews applications after the July application window and notifies applicants of approval 
before the end of the year. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-424-550
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-424-550
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Reporting & support 
Quarterly and annual reporting is required. Ecology staff are available to assist and answer questions. Tribes 
can manage credits directly, hire third-party consultants to help with reporting and credit sales, or explore 
coalition approaches with other Tribes. 

Benefits for Tribal communities 
Advance credits support Tribal climate and clean energy initiatives, creating both health and economic 
benefits. Projects using Advance Credits can improve air quality, generate income, and help Tribes lead the 
transition to clean transportation.  

Timeline 
Ecology is building resources and outreach support. Ecology expects to open the Advance Credit Program in 
July 2026, with applications accepted from July 1–31. Tribes and other applicants can prepare by identifying 
projects and partnerships.  

Key dates ahead: 

• 2025–2026: Ecology develops plain-language resources and outreach 
• July 2026: Program opens for participation 
• Next steps: 

o Identify potential projects 
o Explore coalition opportunities 
o Connect with Ecology’s Clean Fuel Standard team: CFS@ecy.wa.gov

Resources 
• Clean Fuel Standard rule (WAC 173-424-550) 
• Ecology publication: Advance Credits Guidance
• Ecology Webpage: Generating credits in the Clean Fuel Standard

Clean Fuel Standard Team 
CFS@ecy.wa.gov

ADA Accessibility To request an ADA accommodation, email 
CFS@ecy.wa.gov, call (360) 407-6800, or dial 711 to call through 
the Washington Telecommunications Relay for services like text 
telephone (TTY). Visit Ecology.wa.gov/ADA for more accessibility 
information. 

mailto:CFS@ecy.wa.gov
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-424-550
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2514062.html
https://ecology.wa.gov/air-climate/reducing-greenhouse-gas-emissions/clean-fuel-standard/generating-credits
mailto:CFS@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:CFS@ecy.wa.gov
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