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Introduction

Overview
'This document, the 1991 State of the Environment Report, is not the definitive
word on the status of our state's natural resources and enviromnent. It is, however,
a reflection of the ways in which our state is evolving in its approach to the complex
ecology of our air, water and land. Washington is a national, and, in fact, international
leader in several areas of environmental management, but we want to do better, and
that is the goal of every action we take under the broad umbrella of Washington
Environment 2010.

Since its inception in 1989, Washington Environment 2010 has accomplished
a great deal. Toward 2010: An Environmental Action Agenda, was adopted by
Governor Gardner in July 1990. The action agenda spelled out more than 75 key
actions to be taken by government, business and citizens to protect our environment
well into the 21st century. Through the efforts of state and local government,
businesses, environmental organizations, educators, news media and citizens through­
out the state, most of those key recommendations have been set in motion.

Critical to carrying out the vision of Environment 2010 was major legislation
passed in 1991. Bills dealing with air quality, energy and water conservation, transpor­
tation demand management, water quality and growth management all contained major
elements directly supporting the 2010 Action Agenda. Under Executive Order 90-06,
state agencies have developed models or begun pilot projects in transportation alterna­
tives, waste reduction and recycling, environmental dispute resolution, environmental
education and developing economic incentives for natural resource protection.

The state of Washington has made a good start, but we still have a long way to
go. There are no snap solutions to any of the major problems facing us today, but we
believe working toward a cleaner, healthier world is absolutely worth the effort. Bal­
ancing our dual needs to sustain environmental quality and economic vitality will
likely pose some of the most difficult choices to be made by our policy makers and citi­
zens. Still, we believe sound decisions can be made, especially when supported by
good information, a spirit of cooperation and widespread public involvement.

In addition to providing a status report on the action agenda, this document repre­
sents Environment 2010's commitment to fuller and more precise measurenlent of the
things, people and activities that affect our environment, for better or worse. The
knowledge gained from measuring a single pollutant, for example, can lead directly to
actions to diminish its imp_act. In other cases, simply deciding how to best develop an
"environmental indicator" is a big first step.
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