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DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY WA-07-1010
November 15, 1994

TO: John Glynn and Dave Wright
Water Quality Program, NWRO

THROUGH: Will Kendra UK~
EILS Program, Watershed Assessments Section

FROM: Norm Gl
Watershed Assessments Section

SUBJECT: City of Everett Basin Class IT Inspection Summary

An announced Basin Class II inspection was conducted at the above facility during the week
of August 16, 1993. My original intent was to provide the usual inspection report.
However, due to the recent reprogramming of Class IT activities in EILS, it became
necessary to abbreviate the reporting effort on my remaining projects. This transmittal
memo summarizes the significant findings from my review of the inspection data (attached):

® No conclusions could be reached regarding the accuracy of the plant’s three flow
measuring devices because they weren’t accessible; instantaneous flows could not be
checked. Plant personnel acknowledged that for flows below 7 MGD, the propeller
meter (outfall 015) precision is suspect. Periodic verification of all three by an
independent contractor must be done on a regular basis.

® Reduction of ammonia concentrations throughout the WWTP was minimal, resulting in
relatively high concentrations in effluent.

® Copper and silver are pollutants of concern in effluent from the TF/SC system. Metals
limits contained in the NPDES permit have been temporarily stayed by the Pollution
Control Hearings Board; nevertheless copper concentrations are well above limits. Silver
matched the “instantaneous concentration not to be exceeded at any time" contained in the
water quality standards.

® BOD;s of effluent from the lagoon system exceeded permit limits at times, but the pattern
appeared to be highly variable. Fecal coliform counts in effluent to outfall 015a were
well above the allowable limit. Total residual chlorine concentrations were high, but
installation of dechlorination equipment is imminent.
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® The plant manager chose to replicate each of our sampling efforts, with the single
exception of the grab samples on August 18. The split sample data appear to indicate
that plant composite samples are not thoroughly mixed before dispensing to lab split
samples (part of the sampling procedure) and before dispensing to aliquots within the lab
(part of the analytical procedure). Since this is likely a common problem that has a
direct bearing on whether the "85 percent removal® permit limit is met, it is
recommended that Ecology’s Quality Assurance Section assess the plant’s sample
handling and preparation procedures.

If you have any questions concerning this memo, please contact me at 407-6683.

NLG:blt
Attachments
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