
Appendix C. Public Involvement and Comment Period 
Documentation 
This appendix includes documents that show Ecology’s public comment process for this plan. 
Documents include Ecology’s web page text, blogs, messages to list servers (listservs), email 
messages, legal notice and media  coverage. 

Ecology’s Outdoor Dust Management webpage content from November 5, 2018. 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Air-quality/Air-quality-targets/Outdoor-dust-management 
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From:                                              Ecology's Air Quality Rule and State Implementation Plan Updates <ECY-AQ-RULE-AND-SI P-
UPDATES@LISTSERV.ECOLOGY.WA.GOV> on behalf of ECY RE AQComments  
<AQComments@ECY.WA.GOV> 

Sent:                                                Monday, November 05, 2018 12:02 PM  
To:                                                   ECY-AQ-RULE-AND-SIP-UPDATES@LISTSERV.ECOLOGY.WA.GOV 
Subject:                                          Washington SIP Notice: Public Comment Period Open through Dec. 12, 2018 - High Wind  

Fugitive Dust Mitigation Plan  
 
Ecology invites you to comment on the new High Wind Fugitive Dust Mitigation Plan for the Wallula PM 10  Maintenance Area. 

 
EPA revised the  Exceptional Events Rule  on October 3, 2016. An exceptional event is a natural or human-caused event that  
affects air quality and is not reasonably controllable or preventable.  
 
High wind events overwhelmed controls on agricultural lands and caused the coarse particle pollution (PM 10) standard to be  

exceeded at the Kennewick monitor more than three times from 2013 to 2015. This monitor stands in for the Wallula PM 10 

Maintenance Area, an area that formerly violated the standard. The Exceptional Events Rule requires us to develop a new plan  
to reduce course particle pollution for areas near and around Kennewick.  
 
The High Wind Fugitive Dust Plan for the Wallula areas identifies existing sources and controls of dust. The   plan also includes 
new plans to encourage farmers to use additional measures to reduce soil erosion. Ecology will be bringing together a High  
Wind Dust Prevention Workgroup that will include local conservation districts and USDA offices.   
 
Review and comment on the proposed plan by  December 12: 

·         Access the plan: Outdoor dust management 
·         More information on plans for maintaining air quality 

 
Provide comment: 

·        	 	 Submit online
·        	 	 By mail to:    

Laurie Hulse-Moyer     
Department of Ecology     
P.O. Box 47600    
Olympia, WA 98504-7600     

 
Questions? 

Laurie Hulse-Moyer  
laurie.hulse-moyer@ecy.wa.gov 
(360) 407-6783 

 

Visit us on the web and follow our news and social media.  

Subscribe or Unsubscribe  

Washington SIP Notice Public Comment Period Open through Dec. 12 2018 - High Wind Fugitive Dust Mitigation Plan.htm[3/10/2019 9:15:19 PM] 
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Washington State Department of Ecology - Dust Mitigation Plan, Wallula, 12-12-18 
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COMMENT PERIOD 

High Wind Dust Mitigation Plan for 
Wallula Area 
Maintenance State Implementation Plan 
November 5, 2018 - December 12, 2018 

Ecology has a plan to reduce dust during high winds in the Wal The plan: 

Identifes existing sources and controls of dust. 
Includes new plans to encourage farmers to use additional measures to reduce soil 
erosion. 

Background 

We monitor the air for dust in some areas of Washington tors track air quality to 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018 4:56:17 PM] 

https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PDFs/DraftDustMitigationPlanWallula.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018


 

      

 

 

 Website feedback: tell us how we're doing. 

  

  

  

Washington State Department of Ecology - Dust Mitigation Plan, Wallula, 12-12-18 

measure whether areas meet national ambient air quality standards  (NAAQS), which 
are set by EPA. 

Between 2013 and 2015, air pollution from coarse particles (PM10) in dust caused the 
Kennewick monitor to go above the national air quality standard three times.   This monitor 
stands in for the Wallula PM  10  maintenance area, an area that previously didn't meet the 
standard.   The exceptional events rule requires us to develop a new plan to reduce 
coarse particle pollution for areas near and around Kennewick. 

Comment online  

Use our online comment form 

Comment by mail  

Laurie Hulse-Moyer 
Washington Dept. of Ecology 
Air Quality Program 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 

Questions  

Laurie Hulse-Moyer 
Environmental Planner 
laurie.hulse-moyer@ecy.wa.gov 
360-407-6783 

To request ADA accommodation, call Ecology at 360-407-6831 , 711 (relay service), or 
877-833-6341  (TTY). More about our accessibility services . 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/AQ/State-implementation-plans/Dust-Mitigation-Plan,-Wallula,-12-12-18[11/7/2018 4:56:17 PM] 
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ECOconnect: Reining in dust in the Horse Heaven Hills 

M o n d a y ,  N o  v e m b e r  5 ,  2 0 1 8  

Reining in dust in the Horse Heaven Hills 

It’s no secret that Eastern Washington can get windy. Very windy, at times. 

And that’s not a problem… until that wind picks up loose soil and sends it aloft. Then you’ve got 
a dust storm, and that can lead to some real health concerns. Dust contains tiny particles that 
can lodge deep in people’s lungs. Much of this dust is truly minuscule – the particulates known 
as PM10 are about one-seventh the diameter of a human hair. 

In Eastern Washington, 
agriculture is the main source 
of dust. Farmers have made 
great strides in the last few 
decades in reducing dust, but 
there is still a need for 
improvement. That’s why 
Ecology created a High Wind 
Fugitive Dust Mitigation 
Plan for the Tri-Cities area. 
Part of the plan is to work 
with partners to encourage 
farmers to adopt additional 
voluntary practices that disturb the soil less and reduce the number of these high wind dust 
events. 

The Wallula Maintenance Area (in green) in relation to the Horse Heaven Hills. 

What’s happening 
Most dust storms hitting the Tri-Cities start out in farmlands southwest of Kennewick. The Horse 
Heaven Hills are home to many dryland wheat farms and the area is the main source of dust for 
these high wind events. 

Several times in recent years, high winds have whipped up major dust storms in the area, and 
Ecology’s air quality monitor in Kennewick picked up PM10 readings that exceeded federal 
standards. For example, on Aug. 14, 2015, wind speeds hit a maximum of 56 miles per hour and 
our monitor recorded a 24-hour average reading of 589 micrograms per cubic meter – far above 
the 150 microgram per cubic meter 24-hour standard. 

What we are doing 

https://ecology.wa.gov 

About us 

At Ecology, we’re proud to 
help protect Washington’s 
environment and quality of life. 
We strive to promote the wise 
management of our air, land 
and water for the benefit of 
current and future 
generations. 
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    Posted by WA Department of Ecology at 3:29 PM 

ECOconnect: Reining in dust in the Horse Heaven Hills 

We’ve drafted a plan and will put 
together a High Wind Dust 
Prevention Work Group with 
Ecology, Benton County Clean Air 
Agency, conservation districts, 
USDA offices and other partners. 

Read our NewsThis work group help to educate 
Releases

farmers and the general public 
about the need to minimize dust 

A prototype deep-furrow conservation drill helps to prevent soil erosion.  during high wind events, promote 
conservation measures to minimize 
soil erosion and explore other steps to reduce soil erosion. We’ll work to better notify the public 
about high wind dust events, and work with the Washington State Department of Health to 
improve public education on the health threats from dust.  

Ecology is also investing $163,000 with the Benton Conservation District to incentivize farmers 
to use no-till or erosion mitigation methods on their fields. 

What’s the story?  
The backstory is somewhat complicated. Creating the plan is a federal requirement stemming 
from long-ago air quality problems in the Wallula Maintenance Area – a region around the town 
of Burbank where, back in the 1980s, dust control issues led to a federal “non-attainment” 
designation for PM10. Although dust control in the Wallula area is now much-improved, there 
are ongoing federal requirements to prevent air quality from backsliding. Since the Kennewick 
monitor stands in for the Wallula Maintenance Area, high readings there triggered the need for a 
plan.  

The important thing is that the regulatory requirements that led to the new plan will bring us 
together with our partners to take further steps to better control the dust. And that should be 
better for everyone in the region.  

Comment on the plan 
Before we get to work, however, we’re asking the public to weigh in on the High Wind Fugitive 
Dust Mitigation Plan between Nov. 5 and Dec. 12. Find the plan on our Outdoor Dust 
Management page. 

For more information, contact Laurie Hulse-Moyer, laurie.hulse-moyer@ecy.wa.gov.  

By Andy Wineke, Air Quality program 
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From: Hulse-Moyer, Laurie (ECY)  
To: Hulse-Moyer, Laurie (ECY)  
Cc: Melanie Forster (ECY) (mfor461@ECY.WA.GOV)  
Bcc:  

Subject: 	 Ecology comment period starts November 5. Opportunity to comment on high wind dust plan for Wallula and 
Kennewick. 

Date: 	 Monday, November 05, 2018 5:53:00 PM 

Greetings: 
You are receiving this email because you may have previously expressed interest in dust events that 
caused exceedances of national ambient air quality standards for particulate matter in and around 
Kennewick. If not interested, delete. 
Ecology invites you to comment on the new High Wind Fugitive Dust Mitigation Plan for the 
Wallula PM10 Maintenance Area and areas near and around Kennewick. (See our blog) 
This new plan outlines the existing sources and controls and includes some new actions to encourage  
farmers to adopt additional voluntary practices that disturb the soil less for areas near and around  
Kennewick, including the Wallula Maintenance Area. We plan to convene a High Wind Dust  
Prevention Workgroup, initially to include local conservation districts, USDA offices and us.  
High wind events overwhelmed controls on agricultural lands and caused the coarse particle  
pollution (PM10) standard to be exceeded at the Kennewick monitor more than three times from  
2013 to 2015. An exceptional event is a natural or human-caused event that affects air quality and  
meets certain other requirements. The revised Exceptional Event Rule (10/2016) requires states with  
areas with repeat exceedances to submit a mitigation plan.  
Since the Kennewick monitor stands in for the Wallula Maintenance Area, an area that formerly  
violated the standard, we are required to develop a plan to reduce dust near and around these areas.  
Access the report at Ecology’s Outdoor Dust Management page. Review and comment on the  
proposed mitigation plan through December 12, 2018.  
To comment:  

· Submit online: http://ac.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=peZMA
· By mail to:

Laurie Hulse-Moyer   
Department of Ecology   PO 
Box 47600  
Olympia, WA 98504-7600  

If you have any questions, contact me at 360-407-6783. Thank you. 
 
__________________________________ 
 
Laurie Hulse-Moyer / Air Quality Planner / WA State Department of Ecology / lahu461@ecy.wa.gov / (360) 407-6783 
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Comments sought on proposed 
Wallula dust mitigation plan 
Nov 8, 2018 

The public can comment now through Dec. 12 on a proposed plan to tamp down dust storms in the Wallula 

area. 

The state Department of Ecology’s High Wind Fugitive Dust Mitigation Plan outlines new actions to encourage 

farmers to adopt practices that disturb the soil less in the area south and east of Kennewick and Burbank. 

In a release, Ecology officials say the measures are needed due to dust storms that have overwhelmed 

existing erosion-control measures and caused particulate-matter levels to exceed national standards. 

The proposed plan is available online at Ecology’s outdoor dust management page at 

http://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Air-quality/Air-quality-targets/Outdoor-dust-management
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Shop Sip & Stroll 
Saturday, February 16th, 2019 @ 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Downtown Walla Walla 
The Downtown Walla Walla Foundation presents a special SHOP SIP & 
STROLL downtown on Sat… Read more 

Comments sought on proposed Wallula dust mitigation plan | News | union-bulletin.com 

Click here to post or promote your event 

http://www.union-bulletin.com/...nts-sought-on-proposed-wallula-dust-mitigation-plan/article_f1fd34e0-e387-11e8-8430-772b5b31cd59.html[2/14/2019 3:06:53 PM] 
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From: Wineke, Andrew (ECY)  
To: Hulse-Moyer, Laurie (ECY); Alberich, Jason (ECY); Pritchett, Nancy (ECY)  
Subject: Tri-City Herald: Tired of all the dust in the Tri-Cities? The state has a plan for better air  
Date: Monday, November 26, 2018 9:26:47 AM  

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article222032750.html 

Tired of all the dust in the Tri-Cities? The 
state has a plan for better air 
BY ANNETTE CARY 
acary@tricityherald.com 
November 22, 2018 02:12 PM 
Updated November 22, 2018 02:12 PM 
KENNEWICK, WA 

You don’t have to live in the Tri-Cities long to know that dust is a problem. 

The area is blessed with few rainy days in the summer and fall. But, oh, does the 
wind blow, picking up the very fine, dry soil of the region. 

A new draft report by the Washington state Department of Ecology says much of 
the dust that fouls the Tri-City air comes from farmland in the Horse Heaven 
Hills southwest of residential areas. 

Farmland to the northeast of the Tri-Cities also contributes, when the wind 
blows from that direction. 

You can expect to hear more about dust in the next few years as Ecology finalizes 
and puts into practice a new plan to reduce wind-blown dust. 

A draft of the plan calls for a better way to warm people when dust storms are 
looming. Additionally, Ecology will invest $163,000 with the Benton 
Conservation District to help farmers use no-till or other erosion mitigation 
methods in their fields. 

Dust storms are not as frequent as they once were. 

In the early 1990s, the Tri-Cities had as many as seven severe dust storms in a 
year, according to Ecology. 

But in the six years from 2011 to ’17, that dropped to seven severe dust storms 
total. 

One was on Aug. 14, 2015, when wind speeds hit a maximum of 56 mph as the 
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Tri-Cities was in the midst of a drought. 

Ecology’s air monitor in Kennewick recorded a 24-hour average reading of 589 
micrograms per cubic meter of small pollutants, according to ECOconnect, an 
Ecology blog. That’s far above the standard of 150 set by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Because of the region’s history — too many days out of compliance with federal 
standards for air quality due to dust — the area is required to have a plan to 
prevent backsliding. 

Not only does dust turn the sky a murky brown, reduce visibility for drivers and 
make dusting furniture a too-frequent chore, it’s a health hazard that concerns 
EPA. 

Some of the Tri-Cities dust is too fine to be filtered out by the human nose and 
can be breathed deep into the lungs to cause structural and chemical changes, 
according to the Department of Ecology. 

It can worsen asthma and heart disease, and is particularly dangerous for small 
children and the elderly. 

Ecology’s draft High Wind Fugitive Dust Mitigation Plan calls for putting 
together a working group that includes the Benton Clean Air Agency, the Benton 
Conservation District and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

It will coordinate with the Washington state Department of Health to improve 
public notification on dust storms and to provide more education on the hazards 
of dust. 

It also will be encouraging farmers to use additional measures to reduce soil 
erosion. 

The Benton Conservation District already has worked with wheat farmers — 
wheat fields are a major source of wind blown dust — to test a harvest method 
that strips grains from wheat heads but leaves stalks standing up to 10 inches 
tall. 

The taller stubble helps reduce wind-blown dust. 

The Franklin Conservation District has partnered with Washington State 
University to test prototypes of deep furrow conservation drills that reduce the 
soil disturbed on the ground’s surface. The method can reduce erosion by 40 
percent, according to Ecology’s draft report. 
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The public can read the draft report that outlines the dust control plan and 
comment on it until Dec. 12 at bit.ly/WallulaDust. Comments also can be mailed 
to Laurie Hulse-Moyer, Washington Dept. of Ecology, Air Quality Program, P.O. 
Box 47600, Olympia WA 98504-7600. 

Annette Cary; 509-582-1533 
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