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Key message handout at EPA-Tribal Air Quality Monthly Call, May 13, 
2022 
Washington State Smoke Management Plan SIP Update 

Martha Hankins, Policy & Planning Section Manager, Washington State Department of Ecology 
May 13, 2022 

The Washington State Department of Ecology is responsible for the state air quality implementation 
plan (SIP). It consists of rules, plans and programs to protect air quality, and includes the Smoke 
Management Plan (SMP) developed by the Washington Department of Natural Resources. 

• Ecology and DNR have been working cooperatively toward replacing the 1998 SMP currently 
in the SIP. This is the first update for the Washington SMP in over 20 years. It is a significant 
update with a number of substantive operational changes. 

• We consulted with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency about federal Clean Air 
Act requirements. 

• DNR is responsible for forestland (silvicultural) burning across the state. DNR's updated 
Smoke Management Plan includes burn approval procedures, practices and techniques to 
minimize smoke impacts, and an action level to maintain fine particulate matter 
concentrations below the federal health-based standards. 

Ecology is seeking comments on whether the updated 2022 Smoke Management Plan should replace 
the 1998 version currently in Washington's SIP. 

The SMP: 

• Outlines the burn approval process and other practices and techniques to minimize 
smoke impacts and prevent exceedances of federal health-based air quality standards. 

• Describes procedures and requirements for DNR and burners to minimize smoke impacts 
and protect Washington communities from smoke from forestland burning. 

• Includes burn approval procedures, practices, and techniques to minimize smoke impacts 
and an action level to maintain fine particulate matter concentrations below the federal 
health- based standards. 

Key changes from the 1998 plan are: 

• Aligning DNR’s authority with language in state law (RCW 70A.15.5140), to deny forest 
burning if air pollution levels will exceed federal air quality standards. 

• Removing the prohibition against summer weekend burning. 
• Notifying burners of permission to ignite their units by 4:30 pm the day prior to ignition. 
• Allowing burning inside Urban Growth Areas (UGA) on forestland under DNR fire 

protection, with additional precautions. 
• A complaint tracking section to help burners, the public, and regulators respond to and 

resolve any smoke-related complaints. 

Public comment period May 25 - June 30, 2022 

• Ecology will be accepting public comments on whether DNR’s 2022 SMP should replace the 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Frcw%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D70A.15.5140%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Clahu461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7Cd853329af88945fe9dde08da32d5603c%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637878189268727731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6R5H0xmr3ki%2BwxC0CQQuWrBKc4ljhBakS52aV%2FdeSnQ%3D&reserved=0
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1998 SMP in the SIP. The SMP and supporting documents will be posted on the Ecology 
website by May 25, 2022. 

• A public hearing will be June 28, 2022, at 6:30 pm through Zoom. 
• After receiving and responding to public comments, Ecology will submit the plan to EPA 

later this summer. 
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Event listing, English and Spanish
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Web postings, Ecology and DNR 

Infrastructure, rule, & program plans - Washington State Department of Ecology  

English: 

 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Plans-policies/State-implementation-plans/Infrastructure-SIPs
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Spanish: 
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Outdoor Burning | WA - DNR 

 

  

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/OutdoorBurning
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Email to project specific contact lists, May 25, 2022 

1. Washington State Representatives (93) 
2. Washington State Senators (48) 
3. Associations from Washington Associations by subject (82) 
4. WA State Association of Counties (WSAC) and Cities (142) 
5. DNR SMP SIP comment period (includes George Giesler, Chuck Turley, etc. )(11) 
6. EPA staff (4) 
7. Government, agencies, etc. listing (36) includes Oregon, Idaho  
8. Local clean air agency Directors: (7) 
9. Forestry groups (8) 
10. Ecology staff (9) 
11. Ecology Rules & Planning Unit (6) 
12. ECY DL AG Burn Team (6) 
13.  Tribal Chairs (33) 
14. Tribal lobbyists (21) 

Total ~ 513 email addresses
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GovDelivery message 

Sent to 4 Ecology emails lists:  (sent to 1,989 recipients) 

• Agricultural Burning and Research Task Force, 194 suscribers 
• Air quality health burn ban, 751 suscribers 
• Air Quality Rule and State Implementation Plan (SIP) updates, 609 suscribers 
• Daily Burn Decision for Central Washington (352) and Eastern Washington, (680) 

suscribers 
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Public Comment web form 
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Legal Notices 
English: Daily Journal of Commerce, TriCity Herald, Yakima Herald,  

Spanish, El Sol 

Daily Journal of Commerce, English, 5/25/2022 
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Tricity Herald, 5/25/22 
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El Sol Yakima, 5/27/2022 
 

l  

Yakima Herald, 5/25/22 

 

  

https://www.elsoldeyakima.com/


Ecology publication #22-02-017 SIP Revision for Smoke Management Plan 
Page D-21 August, 2022 

Newspaper Ads 
English: 1 

Methow Valley News, 5/25, 6/1, 6/8, 6/15 

                                                      

11 <Ecology planned to place display ads in both English and Spanish in the bilingual newspaper, Tu Decides. They 
were not placed due to a clerical error> 
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Wenatchee World, Wednesday, May 25, 2022 
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Wenatchee World Online, 5/25-6/1 
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Ellensburg Daily Record, online 
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Ellensburg Daily Record, Tuesday May 26, 2022 
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Ellensburg Daily Record, Saturday, May 28, 2022
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Omak-Okanagan County Chronicle, May 25, 2022
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Presentations at Hearing, June 28, 2022, 6:30 pm. 
Ecology Presentation 
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DNR presentation 
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Testimony from transcript from June 28, 2022  

[00:00:00] Melanie Forster: Now, we will begin the formal hearing section of the 
meeting, which we record for public record. At this time, I will also read some 
information that is required for the record. I'm Melanie Forster, hearing officer for this 
hearing. This evening, we are to conduct a hearing on the proposal to include the 
Department of Natural Resources' Smoke Management Plan in Washington State 
Implementation Plan. Let the record show, it is 7:22 PM on June 28th, 2022, and this 
hearing is being held by webinar. 

Legal notices of this hearing were published in the Yakima Herald-Republic and the 
Daily Journal of Commerce in the Quincy Valley Post-Register2 in Spanish and in El Sol 
de Yakima, also in Spanish on May 25th, 2022, or the closest state afterwards for 
weekly papers. In addition, display ads advertising the comment period and hearing 
appeared in the Methow Valley News, Omak Chronicle, Ellensburg Daily Record, 
Wenatchee World, and in the bilingual newspaper, Tu Decides3 

. Emails were sent to 517 interested people. Our GovDelivery system also distributed 
notices to 4 different email lists to a total of about 1,960 subscribers. 

Now, we can begin the testimony. Next slide, please. Please click the Raise Hand 
button to indicate you would like to testify. To locate the Raise Hand function if you join 
using your web browser, click on the button that says Reactions. There, you'll see 
several emojis, and at the bottom, will be the Raise Hand option. If you can't find the 
Hand button, please use the chat to let the meeting host know you wish to testify. If you 
are participating by phone, press star nine, to indicate you wish to provide testimony. 

Eman will help me identify who raised their hand first. I will read your names in the order 
you raised your hand. When I call your name, your line will be unmuted and you may 
begin your oral testimony, and please state and spell your name for the record. If you're 
on the phone and you wish to testify, enter star nine to raise your hand. If you are on the 
phone, you may begin your testimony when you hear the prompt that your line is 
unmuted. After you've completed your testimony, you may press star nine again to 
lower your raised hand. 

I'm looking to see if there are any raised hands. Yes, we do have one raised hand. Chris 
Martin. Don't see anyone else, but you will have an opportunity to raise your hand and 
provide testimony if you change your mind. Now, we're ready to begin with Chris Martin. 
You may begin your testimony. Please state and spell your name for the record. 
Thanks. 

[00:02:58] Chris Martin: Good evening. Are you able to hear me okay? 

                                                      

2 The legal notice in the Quincy Valley Post did not run due to quality problems. 
3 The ads Ecology planned to run in Tu Decides did not post due to a clerical error> 
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[00:03:02] Melanie: Yes, we can hear you just fine. 

[00:03:04] Chris: Great. My name's Chris Martin, and you wanted me to spell it, is that 
right? 

[00:03:09] Melanie: Yes, please. 

[00:03:10] Chris: It's C-H-R-I-S M-A-R-T-I-N, and I'm going to have two quick 
testimonies. The first is on behalf of the Washington Prescribed Fire Council of which 
I'm the chair of. On behalf of the council, we'd like to thank the DNR, Ecology, EPA for 
moving this plan revision forward. The council had a meeting last week and had wide 
concurrence to support moving the plan forward. We will be submitting written testimony 
with a couple of suggestions, mostly around adaptive management. That ends my 
testimony on behalf of the Washington Prescribed Fire Council. 

On behalf of the City of Roslyn, we'd particularly like to thank Ecology, EPA, and DNR 
for working on the urban growth area issue. The City of Roslyn, because it's a city, is a 
defacto UGA, even though we are surrounded by forest land that rates us in the top 
three most at-risk communities from wildfire in the State of Washington, and Prescribed 
Fire in that forest, which is in the UGA is a critical component of our community 
protection plan. We'd like to thank everybody for including that and that concludes my 
testimony. Thank you. [00:04:44] Melanie: Great. Thank you. I'm not seeing any raised 
hands. Iman, are you seeing any indications in chat that anyone wishes to testify and is 
having technical difficulties with the Raise Hand function? 

[00:05:02] Iman: No, nothing at this time. I checked the general chat and also the 
private chat sent to the host directly. There's nothing there. I'm not seeing any other 
hands raised as well. We can probably give it a couple of seconds [crosstalk] and we'll 
see if anyone else has anything to say and testify to. 

[00:05:23] Melanie: Yes. If you changed your mind and now wish to provide testimony, 
you may raise your hand. This is your opportunity to be heard. We'll give you a few 
seconds to locate the Raise Hand function. 

[00:05:49] Iman: Still not seeing anything on. 

[00:05:50] Melanie: All right. Yes, I'm not seeing anything either. I think we can go on to 
the next slide and I can give you some instructions on submitting written comments. We 
accept written comments in the following ways; online, using our online comment form, 
which is aq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=f6Qau. You can also get the link from 
Ecology's webpage at ecology.wa.gov/dnr-sip. You may also submit comments by 
postal mail, sent to Department of Ecology, Air Quality Program, Attention, Laurie 
Hulse-Moyer, PO Box 47600, Olympia, Washington, 98504-7600. 

We will use the information you provided us to register for this webinar to let you know 
about next steps and when the response to comments is available. Please remember to 
give us your contact information if you wish to receive updates on this action or you can 
email Laurie Hulse-Moyer at laurie.hulse-moyer@ecy.wa.gov. That's Laurie, spelled L-
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A-U-R-I-E.H-U-L-S-E - M-O-Y-E-R@ecy.wa.gov. All testimony received at this hearing, 
along with all written comments received or postmarked June 30, 2022, will be part of 
the official hearing record for this proposal. 

Ecology will send a notice about the response to comments publication to everyone that 
submitted written comments or oral testimony on this proposal using the contact 
information you provided when you registered for this webinar. The response to 
comments will, among other things, contain the agency's response to questions and 
issues of concern that were submitted during the public comment period. If you would 
like to receive a copy but did not give us your contact information, please contact Laurie 
Hulse-Moyer at laurie.hulse-moyer@ecy.wa.gov. 

If you are calling in and you wish to receive a copy of the response to comments, please 
contact Laurie Hulse-Moyer. Next slide, please. Now, I would like to go over the next 
steps. The next step is to review the comments and make a determination whether to 
include the Department of Natural Resources Smoke Management Plan in Washington 
SIP. Ecology director, Laura Watson, will consider the SIP documentation and staff 
recommendations and make a decision about adopting the smoke management plan 
and recommending it replace the current plan in the SIP. 

If the ecology director adopts the SIP, we will submit the documents to EPA for their 
approval. They will conduct their own comment period and act on the proposal to 
replace the older Smoke Management Plan with the new updated version. If any of us 
can be of further help to you, please do not hesitate to ask or you can contact Laurie 
Hulse-Moyer if you have any other questions. On behalf of the Department of Ecology, 
thank you for joining us. I appreciate your cooperation and courtesy. We'll let the record 
show that this hearing is adjourned at 7:31 PM. Please stop recording now. 
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Hearing Officer Summary, for Hearing June 28, 2022 

 

Hearing Summary Memo 

June 29, 2022 

TO:  Laura Watson 
  Director 
FROM:  Melanie Forster 
  Hearings Officer 

SUBJECT: State Implementation Plan (SIP) Public Hearing Summary – Including the 
Department of Natural Resources Smoke Management Plan in Washington’s SIP 

Program Name: Air Quality Program 

Project Lead: Laurie Hulse-Moyer 

• Hearing #1: Webinar only, June 21, 2022: 15 public attendees; 1 oral comment received 
Summary of Comments: 

One person provided comments on behalf of the Washington Prescribed Fire Council and City of 
Roslyn. The comments were supportive of moving forward with including the DNR Smoke 
Management Plan in the SIP. The commenter expressed appreciation for Ecology and DNR’s 
consideration of Urban Growth Areas in the plan. 

cc: Heather Bartlett 
Kathy Taylor 

 Katie Wolt 
 Laurie Hulse-Moyer 
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