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Climate Resilience  
Indicators for Washington

This document presents the indicators that have been developed to help track our progress. 
We have developed three types of indicators:
•	 Capacity indicators: Do we have the resources we need to do this work? (report every 2 

years)
•	 Process indicators: What is being done, spent, and how? (report every 2 years)
•	 Outcome indicators: Are we getting the climate resilient Washington we want? (report 

every 4 years)
These indicators will help us understand if we are making progress towards reaching our 
climate resilience goals for communities, infrastructure, natural and working lands, and 
governance.
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Communities
Goal: Foster healthy, safe, equitable, and economically vibrant communities 
able to effectively and proactively reduce and adaptively manage their greatest 
climate change risks and vulnerabilities.

Process 
indicators

Outcome 
indicators

All communities are less 
exposed to, more prepared 

for, and able to recover from 
climate-related hazards in 
a way that reduces health 
disparities and systemic 

inequities.

Actions and strategies 
are implemented through 

enhanced collaboration with 
partners via appropriate 

pathways.

Government services, 
especially public health 

systems, are prepared for 
climate impacts and provide 

continuity of services 
during extreme weather and 

emerging events.

Funding, technical 
assistance and information 

resources for climate 
resilience are provided 

by the state and used by 
communities.

Washington’s economy 
is thriving, and industries 

are adapting to a 
changing climate in a 

sustainable way.

Resilience action by the 
state is responsive to the 
priorities of overburdened 

communities and 
vulnerable populations.
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Infrastructure
Goal: Advance and modify infrastructure that supports natural systems, considers the needs of 
vulnerable communities, and provides consistent, safe, and reliable services capable of withstanding 
disruptions and risks posed by current and future climate impacts. 

Process 
indicators

Outcome 
indicators

Risk to existing and 
new infrastructure 

from climate-related 
hazards is reduced.

State agencies support  
partners through funding and 

technical assistance to design, 
retrofit, and site infrastructure in 
ways that reduce climate risks.

Plans and assessments 
are completed to identify 

and reduce risks to 
vulnerable state-owned 

infrastructure.

Resilient infrastructure 
reliably and equitably 

serves all communities.

State agencies 
are approaching 

infrastructure resilience 
in a consistent and 

systematic way.

Nature-based solutions 
are incorporated 

into infrastructure 
planning, modifications 

or removals when 
appropriate.Planning and 

design standards 
are informed by 

up-to-date climate 
science.
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Natural and Working Lands
Goal: Protect, restore, and adaptively manage natural systems and working lands so they can 
provide continued and enhanced ecological, cultural, social, and economic benefits under current 
and future climate impacts.

Process 
indicators

Outcome 
indicators

Sufficient high-
quality water exists 
and is adaptively 
managed and 
enhanced.

Plans and assessments 
are completed to increase 

resilience of natural systems 
and working lands.

Adaptation actions for 
natural systems and 

working lands are 
collaboratively 

implemented with 
partners via 
appropriate 

pathways.

Restored and resilient 
species and habitat exist 
and are connected across 

the landscape.

State agencies support 
partners to implement 

action through funding and 
technical assistance.

Economic 
benefits 

derived from 
natural systems 

and working lands are 
adaptively managed and 

enhanced.

Ecosystem processes are 
restored on natural lands 

sufficiently to accommodate 
changes in the climate and 

provide resilience.

Washington’s 
agricultural 
heritage and 
farmlands are 
preserved, adaptively 
managed and enhanced.
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Governance
Goal: Develop efficient and lasting processes and structures across governments that ensure 
strategic alignment, collaboration, transparency, accountability, and allow for flexibility and 
adaptation in the implementation of Washington’s Climate Resilience Strategy.

Process 
indicators

Outcome 
indicators

Communities trust 
that the Washington 
state government 
is preparing for and 
adapting to climate 
change.

The strategy is  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

implemented through an 
adaptive management approach 

that includes reporting and 
evaluation.

Communities are engaged 
in the implementation 

of the strategy 
through ongoing 

collaboration.

The state’s shared 
vision for climate resilience 

is supported through alignment 
of policies, programs, and decision-

making among agencies.

Adaptation actions are implemented 
through cross-agency coordination 
that ensures strategic alignment 

and collaboration across 
climate resilience 

goals. The strategy 
is implemented 

through direct  
government 

to government 
coordination, including 

consultation with Tribes 
when appropriate.

A durable governance 
structure supports an efficient 

and lasting process to 
make Washington  
climate resilient.State 

agencies 
adaptively 
manage and 
reduce climate 
risks, impacts, and 
vulnerabilities through 
their relevant mandates, 
programs, and partnerships.
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Capacity Indicators

Funding and capacity are  
available to support state agencies 

throughout research, planning, 
implementation, monitoring, and 
evaluation of the climate change 

adaptation actions included in the 
Climate Resilience Strategy.

State agency staff are equipped 
with sufficient knowledge to 

understand baseline conditions, 
anticipate climate impacts, and 

respond to risks and vulnerabilities 
across communities, infrastructure, 

and natural and working lands.

Governance
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